
Request for Participation 

Drawing upon its mission statement, the Society for the Future of Higher Education 
announces a three-year initiative for faculty and staff to develop and implement projects 
to make their institutions more inclusive, just, and equitable. This year, SFHE’s focus is 
on justice, which informs the theme of the 2023 Conference: W. E. B. Du Bois, Higher 
Education, and Justice.   
 
W. E. B. Du Bois (1868-1963) was an African American sociologist, historian, civil rights 
activist, and author. He also helped to found the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909. Du Bois wrote more than 100 articles 
and books, including The Souls of Black Folk. 
 
About the Conference 
The purpose of this conference is to explore the connections between Du Bois’ practical 
and scholarly legacies, higher education, and the implications for a future in higher 
education that is truly just.  
 
How to Participate 
The programming committee welcomes participation from graduate students, faculty, 
staff, and practitioners. Participation related to the theme of the conference can take the 
form of: 

● a research paper (20-minute presentation about scholarly research) 
● a presentation (10-15-minute TED talk style presentation) 
● an exploratory group (An exploratory group is an opportunity for a team of 

individuals to explore, examine, debate, and discuss justice issues with the goal of 
applicable outcomes. This option is malleable and adaptable. Our goal is to 
broaden opportunities for participants to shape the conference to their needs. 
Feel free to reach out to the SFHE planning committee to discuss options for 
exploratory groups.) 

● poetry, short film, and performing arts  
 
Focus should be on the following areas: 

● Justice and pedagogy/curricula 
● Justice and expanding representation among all campus constituencies 
● Justice, community engagement, and community activism 
● Justice and integrative campuses (disciplinary inclusivity/collaboration) 

 
Teams and presenters might share: 

● Theoretical explorations of why and how justice improves society or higher 
education 

● Course design and syllabi examples 
● Developing justice and inclusivity statements, and incorporating those into 

policies (from courses to departments to general campus) 
● Case studies and experiments of inclusivity work on campuses 
● Strategies for enhancing experiences of inclusivity for students, staff, and/or 

faculty 

https://sfhe.us/


● Successes and challenges in incorporating justice and inclusion efforts on campus 
and in the classroom 

 
Applications to participate should be approximately 250 words or a one-minute video 
detailing the idea or initiative that the individual or team is developing. Participants will 
have the opportunity for feedback.  
 
Two submissions will be selected for the Robert A. Spivey Excellence in Scholarship 
Award, which will include a $300 prize. 
 

Participation Proposal deadline: Friday, April 14, 2023 
Contact Vivienne Felix: vfelix@sfhe.us 

mailto:vfelix@sfhe.us

