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It was great to see some old and new faces at the University of 
Denver in July. Given the lingering COVID threat, our group was 
smaller than usual, but very engaged. We had a great response 
to our RFP. Several first-time attendees presented work. The re-
sponse to the re-designed RFP brought several first-timers pre-
senting work as papers or TED style talks. We had a couple of 
exploratory groups as well.
Now we are looking ahead to 2023. We will be meeting at Van-
derbilt in Nashville, continuing our commitment to programming 
focusing on inclusion, equity, and justice, the theme this year is 
“Du Bois, Higher Education, and Justice.” More information and 
registration will be coming soon.
Once again we have qualified for a match grant from the Jessie Ball 
duPont fund! The match only applies to funds raised in November 
this year, with a special focus on Giving Tuesday, November 29. All 
online contributions count toward the match, we encourage you 
to pay your dues and make any contribution in November. We will 
provide instructions and reminders!
Read on for information about an abbreviated version of Reading for the 
Common Good, a call for Soundings editors and reviewers, and news 
about members!
Happy Fall!
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Contributions will be matched during November!
Once again, the Jessie Ball duPont Fund will match all ONLINE con-
tributions during the month of 
November. Contributions made on November 29th, Givng Tuesday, 
will be matched 2 to 1. Dues payments are included in the matching 
grant. The maximum donation is $500, but you can contribute as often 
as you like. If you have any questions, or are uncertain about contrib-
uting online, please contact the office. The match opportunity is part 
of a program sponsored by JBdP to increase the capacity of non-profit 
organizations to fundraise online. 

2022 Conference
Thanks to all who helped make our conference a success! 

Editors and Reviewers needed for 
Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal

Soundings is in need of editors and a book review editor. Editors are part of a team 
who split responsibilites for editing the issues among them.  Editors serve three year, 
renewable terms; they can expect to work on 4 issues during their three year term.  

Reviewers are called on periodically throughout the year to provide feedback on 
submissions. They are free to accept or decline a request at their own discretion. The 
journal leans heavily towards the humanities and social sciences, but professionalsf 
rom all disciplines are invited.

Contact Sandy for more info.

Society News

Mary Jo Small Fellows nominations sought
The Board is seeking nominations for Mary Jo Small Fellowships. The Fellowships 
cover registration, room, board and travel to our conference. Early career faculty are 
eligible for the Fellowship. Submit any names to Sandy. Since it’s inception, the MJS 
program has brought new members, many of whom go on to serve as Board mem-
bers, lead comittees, lead sessions at the summer conference.

Reading for the Common Good
Selections from two works by New York Times best selling 
author Clint Smith have been chosen for our RFCG pro-
gram for the fall. Chapters from his prose work, “How the 
Word is Passed, A Reckoning with the History of Slavery 
Across America” and poems from “Counting Descent” are 
recommended to be read together, or choose one or the 
other. Recommended selections from How the Word is 
Passed include, “The Prologue,” “Angola’, and “New York 
City.” From Counting Descent, we suggest reading “Play-
ground Elegy”, “Ode to the Only Black Kid in Class”, and 
“My Jumpshot.”Members of SFHE can form a reading 
group and SFHE will provide the books. Contact the office 
to request copies. For more information on Clint Smith and 
his work, click here.

Pursuing Inclusivity: 
The University and Beyond

Though we are encouraging everyone to renew membership and contribute to the 
Annual Fund ONLINE in November so that we can benefit from the Jessie Ball du-
Pont match, we will still mail our regular renewal forms. We count on your continued 
support to continue to offer programs and the summer conference at a reasonable 
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2021-2022
Term Ends

Melanie Howard President 2023
Terry Shoemaker Vice President 2023 (VP)

2025 (BOD)
Stephen Baker Treasurer 2024
Amy Berger Secretary 2022(Sec)

2023 (BOD)

Greg Robbins 2023
Ros Davis 2024
Eric Ecklund 2024
Sylvia McTague 2024
Brandon Render 2024
Joel Cunningham 2025
Alex Santrac 2025

Cathy Bao Bean Chair

Vivienne Felix Executive Director
Sandy McAllister Associate Director

Thanks to Dorothy Hurlburt and Judy Meschel for their service to the Board and the Society. 
We will be electing new Board members in the Spring, please let  or Sandy know if there is anyone 
you would like to nominate.

In Memory Board of Directors
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Dave Mano
Dave Mano, grandson of Jo Margaret Mano, died April 14, 2022, at the age of 20 after a long battle 
with depression. Dave attended his first Society meeting in Portland in 2010 and looked forward to 
them every year. He participated actively in the children’s program until he moved up to a Morning 
Group at the Boston meeting in 2017. He is greatly missed by his family and friends. He proudly ad-
vocated for human rights, workers’ rights, trans rights and gay rights.  He believed in Marxism, and 
feared for the future of our country and the world. He was posthumously awarded a BA in History 
by SUNY New Paltz. To honor him, Jo Margaret has set up a memorial fund supporting SUNY New 
Paltz student travel to conferences to present research, something that Dave loved and was nour-
ished by the Society. You can contribute to this fund through the donation link on our website by 
indicating that the donation is in memory of Dave Mano.

Herbert Lyon
1942-2022

Lyon was born in 1942 in Galesville, Wisconsin. Raised on a farm in Trempealeau County, he was a 
standout student, active member of the 4-H club, and participant in speech competitions. Lyon was 
proud of his roots, often sharing stories of his family and rural upbringing. He married his college 
friend, Carol R. Lyon (Sylvester) in 1967 in Merrill, Wisconsin.

Lyon’s journey took him across Wisconsin, the United States, the world, and, eventually, back to 
his home state. He graduated summa cum laude from Carroll University in Waukesha, Wisconsin 
with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics and Philosophy. During his junior year, Lyon 
was a student at the University of Ibadan in Nigeria. He was a Danforth Fellow at the University of 
Michigan where he received a master’s degree and Ph.D. in Mathematics. While a graduate stu-
dent, he spent summers teaching at Dillard University in Louisiana.

Herbert became member of the Society as a Danforth Fellow (64). His full obituary can be found 
here.

David Jones
1937-2022

“We picked you out.” Those are the words Dave remembered all his life. He was adopted by his par-
ents, Alan and Carol Jones, at 10 days old, and never knew a time when he did not know that he had 
been wanted and chosen. He liked to sing, “I was a ten-dollar baby, and baby - look at me now!” 

He was an ordained UCC minister. After receiving his PhD in American History from Northestern, 
he began a 27 year career at NC Wesleyan in Rocky Mount, NC. He taught courses in history and 
religion, and was an active campus and community volunteer.
David was nominated by Walter Herbert and joined the Society in 1984. Along with his wife, Nancy, 
he missed only a couple meetings since that time. He particpated actively, joining, and often leading, 
many sessions. 

Information about memorial services can be found in his full obituary.
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