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We’re gearing up for our meeting this summer in Denver! We’re looking for-
ward to meeting in person again after a two year hiatus. However, we are going 
to provide the opportunity to participate virtually as well. The plenaries will be 
live streamed as will the Town Hall meeting and Memorial Service. We will also 
make arrangements to zoom into Morning Groups. 
Though something like “normalcy” has returned to our daily lives, we still must 
be cautious to protect ourselves and others. The University of Denver has pro-
tocols in place to prevent the transmissoin and spread of COVID 19. 

All conference attendees and User’s employees staffing the Event must provide:
• Proof that the individual is fully vaccinated against COVID-19. Fully vacci-

nated means:
• Primary dose(s) + booster for age 12+
• Primary doses for age 5-11
• OR
• 2) Proof of a negative COVID-19 PCR or laboratory antigen test record with 

the individual’s name date visible taken no earlier than seventy-two (72) 
hours prior to check-in on campus.

• Bring multiple masks/face coverings to wear in the event it is needed due to 
changing conditions.

• For residential conferences, each conference attendee and User’s employ-
ees staffing the Event must undergo a COVID-19 PCR test at check-in on the 
day of the event.

Please contact the office with any questions or concerns. We look forward to 
seeing everyone!
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Historical Fiction
Convener - Mary Papke

The Historical and Novel Fiction Work Group will discuss frontier works, loosely de-
fined, at our Denver conference.  We have agreed upon the following schedule, one 
that is a bit more challenging that those in the past in that we’ve selected six novels for 
discussion.  Our first meeting, facilitated by Nancy Cunningham, will focus on Daniel 
Kehlmann’s Measuring the World (2006), his debut novel about the meeting of two 
geniuses on the Enlightenment, Alexander von Humboldt and Carl Friedrich Gauss, 
each determined to be the first to measure the world.  Our second meeting will focus 
on two westerns starting, in the first hour, with Owen Wister’s The Virginian (1920).  
Gay Harter will lead our discussion of what is considered to be the first true fictional 
western.  The second half of that day’s meeting will focus on John Williams’ Butcher’s 
Crossing (1960), a “fiercely intelligent, beautifully written western” in which “Wil-
liams dismantles the myths of modern America.”  For the third meeting, we will look 
at two other novels that reimagine the mythic American frontier.  In the first hour, we 
will discuss C Pam Zhang’s How Much of These Hills Is Gold (2020), the West seen 
from the point of view of the orphaned children of Chinese immigrants.  The second 
part of our Day 3 meeting, facilitated by Mary Papke, will continue our focus on racism 
and othering through discussion of African American author Percival Everett’s God’s 
Country (1994), “a Wild West road trip that challenges our assumptions about what 
human dignity really means.”  Our final meeting will carry forward our interest in 
non-Western cultural frontiers; Tom Stockdale will facilitate discussion of Junichiro 
Tanizaki’s The Makioka Sisters (1957), a novel many critics consider the greatest Jap-
anese novel of the 20th century.  Please join us for what I am certain will be an intellec-
tually stimulating, eye-opening view of what frontiers have meant to different peoples. 

2022 Summer Conference Program

Modes of Teaching
Convener - Melanie Howard and Amy Berger

The Modes of Teaching group provides a space for sharing, experimenting, and 
learning about effective, innovative, and inclusive pedagogical approaches. In ad-
dition to providing a safe, multi-disciplinary environment of fellow instructors who 
deeply value the art of teaching, this group will include some open work time in 
which participants will be encouraged to take the time to develop their own teaching 
materials, lesson plans, and learning activities. There will also be opportunities for 
participants to test out new teaching ideas with short teaching demonstrations with a 
group of interested participants.

2022 Summer Conference Program

Dr. Assata Zerai
Wednesday, July 20
7:00 PM
Dr. Assata Zerai serves as the Vice President for Equity and Inclusion 
and Professor of Sociology at the University of New Mexico. A deco-
lonial feminist scholar, Zerai’s has published five books and numer-
ous articles, including African Women, ICT and Neoliberal Politics: 

The Challenge of Gendered Digital Divides to People-Centered Governance (Routledge 
2019). Dr. Zerai is currently Professor Emerita at the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign.

Dr. D-L Stewart
Thursday, July 21
7:00PM
Dr. D-L Stewart is Professor and Chair of the Higher Education Depart-
ment in the Morgridge College of Education at the University of Denver. 
Dr. Stewart has served as an ACPA Senior Scholar and is now the 2022 
Past President for the Association for the Study of Higher Education.

Morning Sessions (aka Morning Groups)
These sessions examine our conference theme through a variety of lenses. 

Some require advance reading.  Sessions meet Th-Su, from 9-12AM

Theorizing Culture
Conveners - Eric Bain-Selbo and Allen Dunn
This year, the Theorizing Culture group will be reading The Lies that Bind: Rethinking 
Identity (2019) by Kwame Anthony Appiah and The Monarchy of Fear: A Philosopher 
Looks at Our Political Crisis (2019) by Martha Nussbaum. These works will focus our 
conversations on a number of issues related to the theme of the summer meeting, such 
as the role and power of identity in our society, the emotional basis (particularly fear) 
of much of our politics, how we might move toward more just and inclusive communi-
ties, and much more. The schedule of readings will be as follows:
 
Thursday: Appiah, Introduction and Chapters 1-3
Friday: Appiah, Chapters 4-6 and Coda
Saturday: Nussbaum, Preface and Chapters 1-4
Sunday: Nussbaum, Chapters 5-7
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2022 Summer Conference Program

Pop Culture
Convener - Eric Ecklund
Thursday
The Pop Culture morning group will meet to discuss the Netflix series The Chair, star-
ring Sandra Oh. The series description that follows is from the series’ website here. 
“At a major university, the first woman of color to become chair tries to meet the dizzy-
ing demands and high expectations of a failing English department.”
Friday
The Pop Culture morning group will meet to discuss Station Eleven, the novel by Emily 
St. John Mandel, which has also been made into a limited series on HBO. Attendees are 
encouraged to both read the novel and watch the series, if at all possible.
Saturday
The Pop Culture morning group will travel to the River North Art District (RiNo) of 
Denver. RiNo is home to numerous galleries and murals. Check it out here!
Sunday
The Pop Culture morning group will gather to share other pop culture works (past, 
present, or on the horizon) that have caught the attendees’ attention since we last met. 
All are encouraged to make suggestions for the topics of next year’s gathering!

2022 Summer Conference Program

Writing and Sharing Stories: The Art of Memoir
Conveners - Sarah Moore and Dorothy Hurlburt

Why do we write memoirs? Do we write to explore sacred experience, for self-empow-
erment, to express world views or identity—or simply to tell a good story? What role, if 
any, does memoir play in our pedagogy?
Stated plainly, an autobiography is a narrative of the facts of your life and memoir is 
memory, a process of ordering and extracting meaning from lived experience. Or, if the 
totality of your life and autobiography is a pie, a memoir is just a sliver; a short stretch 
of time that represents the whole, or a series of recollections—chronological or not—
that taken together form a pattern that illuminates a central motif.
If you have been wanting to write your story this is a great place to get started. Join us 
to explore ways to approach memoir, from the first compelling paragraph to a more in-
depth exploration of theme. Sessions will include discussion of different approaches to 
memoir writing, time to write, and time for sharing. We also encourage participants to 
bring works-in-progress to develop and present.

Celebrating the Search in the Third Age of Life
Convener: Phil O’Mara

SFHE has been a gathering that allows for the genuine celebration of Search - of mind 
and spirit, memory and project, group and individual effort.  The effort, even if it 
constitutes a struggle, even if it seems to reach no conclusion, or has seemed solitary 
- is part of normal, thoughtful life. It may often rely on sources, biblical passages for 
example, that have been historically central to the tradition of inquiry.  Bring to our 
discussions the material that you can recommend, not to solve problems necessari-
ly, but to throw new light on the issues that necessarily call for our attention - global 
warming, political dysfunction, scholarly misdirection, racism recurrent, religious 
discovery.  We are glad to help one another to embark on and to sustain the Search.

**Just Added**
Exploring Denver
Convener: Jeremiah Howard – society@sfhe.us

Interested in visiting some of Denver’s attractions? This group will meet and head into 
the city via light rail to Denver landmarks. Let us know if you have any suggestions for 
what you’d like to see. Participants will be responsible for their own costs.

Kids Program

We’ve REALLY missed our kids the past couple of years! We’re looking forward to 
getting them out to experience what is unique about Denver. As always, sunscreen, 
good walking shoes, and a light backpack are needed.
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And More... Fellows News
2022 Mary Jo Small Fellows

We are excited to welcome Mary Jo Small Fellows to the meeting once again! Congratu-
lations to these individuals who were selected for a Fellowship in 2020(deferred because 
of COVID) and 2022.

Sarrah Grubb is an Assistant Professor of Education at Indiana University Kokomo. 
She rediscovered teaching as soul work through an appointment at a rural work col-
lege in the hills of eastern Kentucky, where she became dedicated to collaborating and 
co-creating curriculum with preservice teachers as they develop their teacher hearts.  
She continues this work with undergraduates at IUK, firmly believing that this collabo-
ration is a path to achieving equity in the classroom

Brandon James Render is an Assistant Professor in the History Department at the 
University of Utah. His teaching interests include U.S. social and intellectual history 
and the Black intellectual tradition.

Dr. Scott Lee serves as the Chair of the Department of Criminal Justice and Political 
Science at Indiana University East. 

Amy L. Salmeto-Jonson serves as an assistant professor of Psychology at Indiana 
University Kokomo where she teaches General Psychology and upper level courses in 
her specialty of Neuroscience. 

Yonca Cuzbuk is originally from Istanbul, Turkey. She is currently a 3rd year PhD 
student in Religious Studies, Arizona State University. Her research looks at the inter-
section of Islam, modernity, identity, and consumption.

Joshua Mugg is an Assistant Professor at Park University in Kansas where he coor-
dinates Philosophy, Religion, and Interdisciplinary Studies. He works in philosophy of 
psychology, mind, and religion, primarily studying architecture, belief, and faith.

Mary Jo Small Fellowships were created to honor the late Mary Jo Small, whose lead-
ership, wisdom and humor animated Fellows Meetings over the years. The Fellowship 
program has introduced young scholars to the Society, many of whom have gone on 
to serve on the Board and lead projects.

Auction!
After a years’s hiatus, the Auction is coming back this year! We are looking for dona-
tions of larger ticket items for our Live Auction and smaller, new or gently used, quirky 
or practical, items for our Silent Auction. This event has been part of the conference for 
many years, providing a lively, social way to end our time together. Past live Auction 
items have included:
 Custom made specialty chocolate
 A long week-end in a Chicago townhouse
 A lifetime membership to SFHE
Bring stuff, bring money,bring bags to take your new  stuff home, and bring a willingness 
to help out and have fun! Let Laura know if you have a donation.

***We are looking for one or two (or more) volunteers to take over the Auction for 
2023!The lovely Laura Bain-Selbo has decided to step down from her role as chair and 
make room for someone else. We know you’re out there! Let Sandy know so she can put 
you in touch with Laura so that you can learn the ropes.***

Brandon Render
Brandon successfully defended his thesis entitled Colorblind University. He will begin work as an 
Assistant Professor of History at the University of Utah in the fall.

Julie Phillips
Julie was named Chair of the Department of Family Medicine of Michigan State University College 
of Human Medicine. Before acepting this role, she served as the Assistant Dean for Student Career 
and Professional Development.

Board of Directors
We’d like to congratulate new Board member, Aleksander Santrac,and returning members Joel Cun-
ningham and Terry Shoemaker. They will begin their terms in July 2022. A huge thanks to outgoing 
Board member Judy Meschel and Nominating Chair, Dorothy Hurlburt for their service to the Board 
and the Society.  We will be selecting a new Nominating Chair at the July Board meeting. In the 
meantime, anyone interested in serving, or nominating someone to serve, on the Board begining in 
July of 2023, let Sandy know.

Fellows News

mailto:labain%40iu.edu?subject=SFHE%20Auction
mailto:smcallister%40sfhe.us?subject=


In Memory
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Sister Elena Malits, CSC
1934-2022

We share news of the death of Sister M. Elena (Malits), CSC, who died at 4:15 p.m. on March 10, 
2022, in the Ernestine M. Raclin Hospice House, Mishawaka, Indiana. Sister Elena entered the 
Congregation from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on August 1, 1956. Her initial profession of vows took 
place February 2, 1959. Sister Elena joined the Society in XXXX and remained active until chronic 
illness limited her ability to travel.
Her obituary can be found here.

Marjorie Swift
Marjorie Swift, 85, of Hartford Pike, Glocester, passed away on Tuesday February 22nd, surround-
ed by her family. She was the wife of Stacey G. Swift. They had been married for 60 years.
Marjorie was introduced to the Society by her son Paul, an active Fellow for many years. She at-
tended her first meeting in Denver where she was a presenter in a session on martial arts. Her full 
obituary can be found here.
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