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Report from the Board of Directors Meeting
The Board of Directors met at WKU in Bowling Green over 
Presidents Day weekend. It was the first in-person meeting 
if any kind since the 2019 summer confernce in Chicago. It 
was uplifting to see each other again, to meet Board mem-
bers we’ve only seen on our computer screens, and espe-
cially to meet our new Executive Director, Vivienne Felix. 
In addition to reconnecting, there were some accomplish-
ments:
• Planning for our 2023 meeting
• Review of strategic plan
• Establishment of a Centennial committee
• Recording of videos to promote Denver conference RFP

The following Friday, SFHE in collobaration with Heidelberg Uni-
versity hosted a half day virtual summit focused on mentorng. 
The group was small, but the sessions provided valuable informa-
tion regarding different aspects of mentoring. The meeting yielded 
thought-provoking discussion on types of mentoring, and different 
needs, particularly relating to first-gen faculty and DEI. The Board 
hopes to grow this program through additional sessions and con-
necting mentors with mentees.

Society for the 
Future of Higher Education

98th Annual Conference
University of Denver

July 20-25, 2022
Pursuing Incusivity: 

The University and Beyond
Request for Participation

https://sfhe.us/pursuing-inclusivity-the-university-and-beyond/


Historical Fiction
Convener - Mary Papke

The Historical and Novel Fiction Work Group will discuss frontier works, loosely de-
fined, at our Denver conference.  We have agreed upon the following schedule, one 
that is a bit more challenging that those in the past in that we’ve selected six novels for 
discussion.  Our first meeting, facilitated by Nancy Cunningham, will focus on Daniel 
Kehlmann’s Measuring the World (2006), his debut novel about the meeting of two 
geniuses on the Enlightenment, Alexander von Humboldt and Carl Friedrich Gauss, 
each determined to be the first to measure the world.  Our second meeting will focus 
on two westerns starting, in the first hour, with Owen Wister’s The Virginian (1920).  
Gay Harter will lead our discussion of what is considered to be the first true fictional 
western.  The second half of that day’s meeting will focus on John Williams’ Butcher’s 
Crossing (1960), a “fiercely intelligent, beautifully written western” in which “Wil-
liams dismantles the myths of modern America.”  For the third meeting, we will look 
at two other novels that reimagine the mythic American frontier.  In the first hour, we 
will discuss C Pam Zhang’s How Much of These Hills Is Gold (2020), the West seen 
from the point of view of the orphaned children of Chinese immigrants.  The second 
part of our Day 3 meeting, facilitated by Mary Papke, will continue our focus on racism 
and othering through discussion of African American author Percival Everett’s God’s 
Country (1994), “a Wild West road trip that challenges our assumptions about what 
human dignity really means.”  Our final meeting will carry forward our interest in 
non-Western cultural frontiers; Tom Stockdale will facilitate discussion of Junichiro 
Tanizaki’s The Makioka Sisters (1957), a novel many critics consider the greatest Jap-
anese novel of the 20th century.  Please join us for what I am certain will be an intellec-
tually stimulating, eye-opening view of what frontiers have meant to different peoples. 

2022 Summer Conference Program

Modes of Teaching
Convener - Melanie Howard and Amy Berger

The Modes of Teaching group provides a space for sharing, experimenting, and 
learning about effective, innovative, and inclusive pedagogical approaches. In ad-
dition to providing a safe, multi-disciplinary environment of fellow instructors who 
deeply value the art of teaching, this group will include some open work time in 
which participants will be encouraged to take the time to develop their own teaching 
materials, lesson plans, and learning activities. There will also be opportunities for 
participants to test out new teaching ideas with short teaching demonstrations with a 
group of interested participants.

2022 Summer Conference Program

Dr. Asata Zerai
Wednesday, July 20
7:00 PM
Dr. Assata Zerai serves as the Vice President for Equity and Inclusion 
and Professor of Sociology at the University of New Mexico. A deco-
lonial feminist scholar, Zerai’s has published five books and numer-
ous articles, including African Women, ICT and Neoliberal Politics: 

The Challenge of Gendered Digital Divides to People-Centered Governance (Routledge 
2019). Dr. Zerai is currently Professor Emerita at the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign.

Dr. DL Stewart
Thursday, July 21
7:00PM
Dr. D-L Stewart is Professor and Chair of the Higher Education Depart-
ment in the Morgridge College of Education at the University of Denver. 
Dr. Stewart has served as an ACPA Senior Scholar and is now the 2022 
Past President for the Association for the Study of Higher Education.

Morning Sessions (aka Morning Groups)
These sessions examine our conference theme through a variety of lenses. 

Some require advance reading.  Sessions meet Th-Su, from 9-12AM

Theorizing Culture
Conveners - Eric Bain-Selbo and Allen Dunn
This year, the Theorizing Culture group will be reading The Lies that Bind: Rethinking 
Identity (2019) by Kwame Anthony Appiah and The Monarchy of Fear: A Philosopher 
Looks at Our Political Crisis (2019) by Martha Nussbaum. These works will focus our 
conversations on a number of issues related to the theme of the summer meeting, such 
as the role and power of identity in our society, the emotional basis (particularly fear) 
of much of our politics, how we might move toward more just and inclusive communi-
ties, and much more. The schedule of readings will be as follows:
 
Thursday: Appiah, Introduction and Chapters 1-3
Friday: Appiah, Chapters 4-6 and Coda
Saturday: Nussbaum, Preface and Chapters 1-4
Sunday: Nussbaum, Chapters 5-7
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2022 Summer Conference Program

Pop Culture
Convener - Eric Ecklund
Thursday
The Pop Culture morning group will meet to discuss the Netflix series The Chair, star-
ring Sandra Oh. The series description that follows is from the series’ website here. 
“At a major university, the first woman of color to become chair tries to meet the dizzy-
ing demands and high expectations of a failing English department.”
Friday
The Pop Culture morning group will meet to discuss Station Eleven, the novel by Emily 
St. John Mandel, which has also been made into a limited series on HBO. Attendees are 
encouraged to both read the novel and watch the series, if at all possible.
Saturday
The Pop Culture morning group will travel to the River North Art District (RiNo) of 
Denver. RiNo is home to numerous galleries and murals. Check it out here!
Sunday
The Pop Culture morning group will gather to share other pop culture works (past, 
present, or on the horizon) that have caught the attendees’ attention since we last met. 
All are encouraged to make suggestions for the topics of next year’s gathering!

2022 Summer Conference Program

Request for Participation

We’re trying something a little different with our working papers progam. In addition to 
traditional participation tracks, our Denver conference will serve as an incubator for new 
ideas and initiatives by providing space and time outside of daily work life. Individuals 
and/or campus cohorts will connect as interdisciplinary teams in productive conversa-
tion and consultation. Higher education administrators and DEI professionals will be 
available to provide feedback. Groups should leave the meeting with action plans to pur-
sue, or continue to work on when they return to their home campuses and communities. 

Participation can take the form of:
• Paper (traditional 20 minute research paper)
• Presentation (10-15 minute Ted talk style presentations)
• Exploratory group (small groups working daily to explore, examine, debate, and 
discuss inclusion issues with the goal of applicable outcomes.

Please share the link below with your contacts
RFP

Auction!
After a years’s hiatus, the Auction is coming back this year! We are looking for dona-
tions of larger ticket items for our Live Auction and smaller, new or gently used, quirky 
or practical, items for our Silent Auction. This event has been part of the conference for 
many years, providing a lively, social way to end our time together. Past live Auction 
items have included:
 Custom made specialty chocolate
 A long week-end in a Chicago townhouse
 A lifetime membership to SFHE
Bring stuff, bring money,bring bags to take your new  stuff home, and bring a wiilingness 
to help out and have fun! Let Laura know if you have a donation.

***We are looking for one or two (or more) volunteers to take over the Auction for 
2023!The lovely, Laura Bain-Selbo has decided to step down from her role as chair and 
make room for someone else. We know you’re out there! Let Sandy know so she can put 
you in touch with Laura so that you can learn the ropes.***

Writing and Sharing Stories: The Art of Memoir
Conveners - Sarah Moore and Dorothy Hurlburt

Why do we write memoirs? Do we write to explore sacred experience, for self-empow-
erment, to express world views or identity—or simply to tell a good story? What role, if 
any, does memoir play in our pedagogy?
Stated plainly, an autobiography is a narrative of the facts of your life and memoir is 
memory, a process of ordering and extracting meaning from lived experience. Or, if the 
totality of your life and autobiography is a pie, a memoir is just a sliver; a short stretch 
of time that represents the whole, or a series of recollections—chronological or not—
that taken together form a pattern that illuminates a central motif.
If you have been wanting to write your story this is a great place to get started. Join us 
to explore ways to approach memoir, from the first compelling paragraph to a more in-
depth exploration of theme. Sessions will include discussion of different approaches to 
memoir writing, time to write, and time for sharing. We also encourage participants to 
bring works-in-progress to develop and present.
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Fellows News

Thanks to all who contributed or renewed their member-
ship online during November andDecember. We received 
matching funds in the amount of $6945  from the Jessie Ball 
duPont Foundation. That campaign inspired more by mail 
giving as well, getting our Annual Fund and membership re-
newal off to a great start.

Haven’t renewed or contributed yet? You can take care of it right now at www.sfhe.us

Builder
Dick and Gay Harter
David and Nancy Jones
in honor of Eric Bain-Selbo
Pat Kendall
in memory of John Maguire
Danny Kodmur
Greg Robbins

James Longstreth and Maria Viktoria 
Abricka
in memory of Harvey and Eileen Bender
Ellen Maher
Phil O’Mara
in memory of Joan O’Mara
Stephen Sfekas

Friend
Cynthia Amerman
Martha Bailey
Lynore Banchoff
in honor of Cathy Bao Bean
Gayle Bray
Maria Bolton
Eric Bain-Selbo
Linda Olds

Amy Lampazzi
Reynold Feldman
Susan Montgomery
Robert Spivey
Judy Saltzman-Saveker
Donald Stone
in memory of Louis Mink
Jon Wiant
in memory of Catherine Wiant

Contributor
Thomas Bird
in memory of John McDermott
Bernard Dobroski
Chris Downing
David Hoekema
William Mowat
William Richter
in memory of Kenneth I Brown

Kurt Schmeller
Carol Stack
David Berry
Harland Nelson
Sid Bremer
Melanie Howard
Gottfried Paasche
Eric Ecklund

Partner
Joel and Trudy Cunningham
Margaret Healy
in honor of Bill and Gail Eifrig
Greg Robbins
Fiona Tolhurst
in memory of Mary Jo Small
Mary Treanor
Howard and Nancy Corson Carter 

Sustainer
Cathy Bao Bean
Bennett Bean
Carl Becker
Dan Sack
Mary Evelyn Tucker
Carol Ochs
Axel Steuer

Thanks for all your financial contributions in 2021!Donald Stone
After 55 years as a Danforth Fellow, Donald is still teaching part-time at Saint Mary’s 
College of Califoria in the MA in Leadership program. He is happy to talk with any-
one looking for a fabulous hybrid program.

Reynold Feldman
Reynold invites all to read his free, weekly “wisdom blogs” at www.reynoldruslan.
com or his author’s Facebook page.

Paul Jones
At age 91, Paul is continuing his work as Resident Director of the Hermitage Spir-
itual Retreat on Lake Pomme de Terre. He has recently published his 15th book, 
Remnant Christianity in a Post Christian World: Plight of the Modern Church. It has 
recieved many positive reviews, including “its vision for a remnant sommunity is not 
only biblical, but compelling as well” from Bishop Robert Farr.

Christina Romero-Ivanova
Christina first-authored a chapter about pandemic love in a new anthology entitled 
Writing the Pandemonium: Perspectives on Pandemic Literature. Let the office 
know if you are interested in purchasing a copy.
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Morris Dickstein
February 23, 1940 - March 24, 2021

Born in 1940, Morris Dickstein grew up in New York. He received his education at Co-
lumbia, the Jewish Theological Seminary, Cambridge, and Yale, where he worked with 
distinguished critics such as Lionel Trilling, F. R. Leavis, Raymond Williams, and Harold 
Bloom. Returning to New York, he taught first at Columbia, closely observing the 1968 
student uprising, and then at Queens College and the Graduate Center of the City Uni-
versity of New York. He was Distinguished Professor of English and Theatre and a senior 
fellow of the Center for the Humanities, which he founded in 1993. Morris came in to the 
Society as a Danforth Fellow in 1961.

Obituary

Tom Driver
May 31, 1925-July 12, 2021

Tom was a theologian, preacher, lecturer, author, and peace activist.[2][3] He is best 
known for his combined interest in theology, theater, and ritual studies. Tom F. Driver 
is also known for his numerous publications and lectures on similar topics, which range 
from academic and popular articles to sermons and books. These culminate in works 
that condemn war and advocate justice. Driver was also the photographer and director of 
two documentary films about the violence in Colombia, both of which were written and 
narrated in collaboration with his wife, historian Anne L. Barstow. July 12, 2021. Tom 
reveived a Kent Fellowship in 1953 that enabled him to enter the PhD program in the 
Department of English and Comparative Literature at Columbia University.

Obituary

Fiona Tolhurst
February 25, 1968 - December 21, 2021

Fiona Tolhurst was a scholar, writer, leader, and loyal friend. At her core, however, she 
was a teacher. From Princeton to Texas A&M to Alfred to Switzerland to Florida Gulf 
Coast, her heart was in engaging students with great literature, helping them enrich 
their lives and understand their world. Fiona collaborated with colleagues and tolerated 
administrators, but she loved her students. It's no accident that her career focused on 
teaching-intensive institutions, because she was a teacher.
 
That is why Fiona committed so much of her time and enthusiasm to the Society for the 
Future of Higher Education. She liked its community, but was committed to its mission 
of strengthening higher education through improving teaching and broadening access. 
Fiona was a Mellon Fellow; she joined the Society after participating in the New Teach-
ers’ Workshop in 1990.

Memorial Contributions can be made here.
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