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Society for Values in Higher Education
The Society for Values in Higher Education is an interdisciplinary group of educators and other
professionals who care deeply about ethical issues facing higher education and the wider society. We believe such values call for study, reflection, discussion and action.

News from the Executive Director
During the past year, The
Board of Directors has been
working on a of the organization’s by-laws. The objectives
have been to clarify language
that was more ambiguous than
we wanted and to make sure
that our current practices and
the bylaws were consistent
with one another.
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Here is a link to a copy of the
current bylaws and proposed
revisions. The Board encourages you to look these over,
and email the office with any
suggestions or concerns.

Article I, no. 2: We increased
the number of people required
to request a special meeting to
25. This number seemed more
reasonable given the size of the
organization.
Article VI, no. 2: Deleted because it was not our current
practice.
Article VI, no. 3: Changed so
that it would correspond to
current practice.

Article VII, no. 9: We have clarified how the Board will fill
vacated seats.
Article VIII, no. 2: We have
clarified how a quorum is constituted in the Executive Committee.
Article VIII: We have clarified
the membership requirements
for various committees.

We do not believe that these
changes are in any way subArticle VII: Given the critical
stantive divergences from the
importance of the Treasurer,
current bylaws or current
we decided to no longer repractice, but before voting on
quire that that officer be a
the new document the Board
Most of the changes in the docBoard member. This change
wanted to provide the memument are minor (changes in
provides the Board with a larg- bership with an opportunity to
word choice, correcting gramer pool (the full membership) provide any feedback. Please
mar and punctuation, etc.). Of
from which to find a Treasurer. provide any feedback by June
the more significant changes, I
15, 2014.
would draw your attention to Article VII: Because we do not
the following (article and num- always have an “Assistant
We'll see you in St. Paul!
ber designations refer to curTreasurer,” we have made that
rent bylaws):
position optional.
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Registration for FM 2014
Registration for the FM in St. Paul this summer is ongoing. You can register online by clicking here. Paper registration forms were mailed in mid-April. If you did not receive one and
would like to, please call the office.
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We have a great lineup of Morning Group Seminars this year, including two new ones and
the return of Forms of Autobiography. Updated information about the morning groups can
be found on the following pages.
Please don’t hesitate to call with any questions or concerns.

Register by June 1st to receive the early bird discount!
Society for Values in Higher Education
c/o Western Kentucky University * 1906 College Heights Blvd. #8020 * Bowling Green, KY 42101-1041
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Fellows Meeting 2014
The 90th Annual Fellows Meeting
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN

MINDING THE GAP

Educating for Economic Justice
Featured Plenary
Speaker
July 16th, 7:15

July 17, 7:15
Politics, Poverty and Policy
Minnesota often leads the country in
their efforts to address issues related to
poverty . The newly elected mayor of St.
Paul has poverty issues as one of her
agenda items and recently the minimum
wage was raised from one of the lowest
to one of the highest in the country.
This panel brings together Minnesota
politicians and activists to discuss the
wealth gap and how they have tried to
address it at a local level. After short
presentations, panelists will have an opportunity to engage in a conversation
with each other and the audience.

Our featured speaker is Timothy Noah. Noah
writes twice weekly for MSNBC.com. Previously,
he was a senior editor at the New Republic,
where he wrote the "TRB From Washington"
column, and for a dozen years before that he
was a senior writer at Slate, where he wrote the
"Chatterbox" column, among other duties. Prior
to that he was a Washington-based reporter for
the Wall Street Journal, an assistant managing
editor for U.S. News & World Report, a congressional correspondent for Newsweek, and an editor of the Washington Monthly (where he remains a contributing editor). Noah has written
for a variety of other national publications, including the New York Times, the Washington
Post, Harper's, and Fortune, and has contributed
frequent broadcast commentaries to CBS Sunday Morning and NPR's Day To Day. He received

the 2011 Hillman Prize for a 10-part Slate series
on income inequality in the U.S. that he subsequently expanded into his 2012 book, The Great
Divergence: America's Growing Inequality Crisis
And What We Can Do About It. He was also, in
2010, a National Magazine Award finalist for his
Slate coverage of Obamacare. Noah edited two
anthologies of the writings of his late wife, Marjorie Williams: the New York Times best-seller
The Woman At The Washington Zoo (2005),
which won the PEN/Martha Albrand Award,
and Reputation (2008). More information about
Marjorie and her books is at womanatthewashingtonzoo.com. A 1980 graduate of Harvard College, Noah lives in Washington, D.C., with his
two teenage children. For more about Noah, visit
www.timothynoah.com.

Share our Call for Papers
Paper or panel proposals that address the theme and the role of higher education in “minding and
mending the gap” are invited. Click here for the full CFP. Deadline for submission is May 30, 2014.
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Morning Group Seminars
Morning Group Seminars
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Morning Group Seminars
These groups, which meet for four consecutive mornings, for three hours, have long been
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Celebrating
the Search
Celebrating the Search has been meeting for 35 years and is open and welcoming to all who would
like to join our caring community. We are all so bright and intelligent but we put that aside and speak
out of our experience and from our hearts. We currently have three presentations slated for this coming meeting— but our presentations are not academic papers with 623 footnotes. We stand on our
own feet and are the authorities of our own life experiences. The group discovers where the presenter's story resonates with their own. This year Barbara Blair will tell us about how her journey as a
Dominican Nun (for ten years) led to her dissertation on Buddhism. Melanie Howard will talk about
her adult conversion to the Mennonite faith. And Dorothy Hurlburt, whose first meeting was last year,
already felt so at home that she will be presenting at Saint Thomas. In addition to this all-star lineup,
we have the possibility of Linda Beard speaking on the long discernment period that led to her, and
her whole monastery’s move from Roman Catholic to Episcopalian. And you? Would you like to try
out some ideas and get some feedback from a wonderful group of people?
Contact Carol Ochs (cochs@earthlink.net) if you have any questions or suggestions.
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As in the past, the Historical Fiction morning group has selected for consideration classic and historical fiction novels that reflect the conference’s theme. In 2014, we will discuss a group of books that depict the aspirations of people from widely different times, classes, nation states, and ethnicities/races and the systematic inequities they experience on a daily basis that often prevent their aspirations from coming to fruition.
We will start with the classic Jude the Obscure by Thomas Hardy, with David Jones facilitating the discussion.
The second novel is John Dos Passos’s The 42nd Parallel (the first volume of what is known as his U.S.A. trilogy), and Tom Stockdale will provide background and lead the discussion. David Dornan will then lead us in a
discussion of Sembene Ousmane’s God’s Bits of Wood. The final work to be discussed is Ayana Mathis’s The
Twelve Tribes of Hattie (facilitator—Mary Papke). If you are interested in reading background on the Hardy
and Dos Passos novels, you might consider checking out the Norton Critical Edition of Jude the Obscure and
the Library of American edition of Dos Passos’s U.S.A. (the latter contains a detailed chronology of world
events cited in the trilogy). The Ousmane novel is available from Heinemann, and Mathis’s novel will be released in paperback by Vintage this month. If you have questions, please email Mary Papke, the convener, at
papke@utk.edu.
Contact: Mary Papke (papke@utk.edu) with any questions.
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Morning Group Seminars
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Forms of Autobiography
The theme of the general meeting is: "Minding the Gap: Educating for Economic Justice" but we often move
graciously beyond the theme based on our interests and writing projects. However, the theme could stimulate
some contributions about travel, class differences in our family history or current lives, the financial condition
of women, or maybe the gap in relationships caused by war
Some other ideas for a panel or individual presentation:
Downton Abbey and Me(or Not Me)
How Comic Books Affected My Life
History of a Body Part and What I Learned from It
EXCITING PRESENTATIONS LINED UP
Barbara Babcock, Actress and SVHE member will do a reading from: The Belle of Amherst, a one person
play in the voice of Emily Dickinson. Question: Would someone like to read a selection of Emily Dickinson poems?
Janet and Carl Edwards will recount their experiences at the Moral Monday demonstrations in Raleigh including being arrested and the prospect of a trial.
Betsy Williams will share her book for middle schoolers, part of which is based on exaggerated versions of
her own life.
Joan McKee will share some stories as she reflects from her retirement residence.
Maria-Victoria Abrika has a series of poems about her mother’s death and her adjustment process.
These readings could be part of a panel about memories of parents or others.
We’ll have a session based on StoryCorps.org.
More contributions are welcome in the form of music, questions of how to write about oneself, the place of humor and deep feeling in personal writing and thinking. Formats can vary with 1or 2 presentations in a morning
or perhaps a talk and a panel. Discussion is essential and lively!
Contact: Lynore Banchoff (Lynoreb@sbcglobal.net) or 650 327-1234
Sustainability
Cultureseeking to discover solutions to
We will examine aspects of sustainability and environmentalPop
planning,
these challenging issues. As usual in this Morning
we aregroup
planning
field trip focusing on a local
TheGroup
Pop Culture
willaexplore
issue related to the environment, continuing our practice of linking some of our discussions to the place
how film, television and other media
and region where the SVHE meeting is held. Our field trip this year is in the planning stages, but some of
address
thealways
issue of
inequality.
Re- and directions, and
our concerns this year will be Food and Farming.
We are
open
to new voices
cent
movies
like
Blue
Jasmine
and
share stories and poetry, personal reflections and environmental discoveries.
We will also integrate other proposed presentations
from interested
Peopleand
Likereadings
Us are certain
to provideparticipants that relate
to sustainability, planning or the environment.fertile
Pleaseground
email information
on proposed
presentations and
for discussion.
Other
readings to Jo Margaret Mano by June 15. We welcome newcomers and friends to share in our tradition of
topics will include Women in Animaembracing diverse perspectives and shared concerns. We invite all to share in our discussions, and look
tion and a look at how income ineforward to seeing you!
quality is portrayed on mainstream
Contact: Jo Margaret Mano (jmano@newpaltz.edu)
television shows.
*New for 2014*
African Today through the lens of Fiction
This new MG will focus on African writers, writers about Africa, and (possibly) African films in order to gain
a better understanding of political, cultural, and religious life in contemporary sub-Saharan Africa. It will be
an exploratory group, with volunteer discussion leaders rather than formal presentations, and each morning’s session will focus on one or two works that participants will read in advance. Interested in learning
more about Africa and sharing insights with Fellows with a range of disciplinary perspectives and personal
experiences? Write to the convener, and volunteer to take responsibility for one of the works on the tentative list below, or propose an alternate. Among the works being considered: Chinua Achebe, Anthills of the
Savannah; Ngugi wa’Thiongo, A Grain of Wheat; Bessie Head, Maru; James Mda, Ways of Dying; Okey Ndibe,
Foreign Gods Inc. (whose author will join us via Skype); Susan Minot, Thirty Girls; and a film by Sembene
Ousmane. A revised list and schedule will be sent to inquirers and posted on the SVHE website. CONVENER: David Hoekema (Calvin College) dhoekema@calvin.edu.
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Morning Group Seminars
Theorizing Culture
.
The Theorizing Culture Group has settled on the
following readings for its meetings. All readings
with an asterisk (*) will be made available to participants in electronic form. Participants are asked
to secure a copy of The Spirit Level on their own.
Thursday
John Locke (from Second Treatise on Government)
*
Friedrich Hayek (“The Constitution of Liberty”)*
Robert Nozick (from Anarchy, State, and Utopia)*
From the Executive
Director
Page 1

Conference Info
Page 2
Office News
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Friday
John Rawls (from A Theory of Justice)*
Robert Nozick (from Anarchy, State, and Utopia)*
Timothy Noah (from The Great Divergence)*
Saturday
Richard Wilkinson and Kate Pickett, The Spirit
Level, Part One
Sunday
The Spirit Level, Part Three, chaps. 13 and 16
Contact Allen Dunn at ardunn@utk.edu
or Eric Bain-Selbo at eric.bain-selbo@wku.edu

Pop Culture
Issues of inequality pervade the television
shows, movies and music that we consume
daily. Yet, how often do you have the time to
synthesize or analyze the various messages
(about income and class) packaged as entertainment? Join the Popular Culture Group for
four mornings of just such education, reflection and debate. (Schedule is subject to
change.)
Day 1: The American Dream: Truth or Myth?
Day 2: Portrayal of Inequality and Women in
Animation
Day 3: Orange and Blue
Day 4: Net Neutrality
More in depth information regarding each
day’s discussion, including a list of recommended viewing, can be found here.
Contact: Erika Goodman at
Rika.goodman@gmail.com

Fellows News
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*New for 2014*
Morning Wiki
Best teachers find ways to enhance intrinsic motivations to learn. How can one harness technologies
(that could and do function as distractions) to engage intrinsic motivation? How might we use apps,
social media, YouTube, e-games, course management platforms, and wikis to build knowledge webs?
We will learn together (through trial and error) by building our own knowledge web (in the actual form
of a wiki?).
Contact David Stewart (david.stewart@csulb.edu) or Amy Berger at (amy.berger@mail.heidleberg.edu)

*New for 2014*
Social Justice in the Academy
In this seminar, we will focus on Reinhold Niebuhr’s seminal work Moral Man and Immoral Society, and
consider its value for teaching morality in contemporary higher education. We will consider whether
Niebuhr’s thought has contemporary value or should be relegated to the realm of historical inquiry.
Reading: Reinhold Niebuhr’s Moral Man and Immoral Society
Contact: Greg Sapp, gsapp@stetson.edu
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Children’s Program

From the Executive Director
Page 1

We have many activities planned for the Children’s Program this year! Thursday, Friday and Saturday morning the children’s group will go the Dodge Nature Center located close to the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul. The Dodge nature center is an environmental education and habitat restoration organization which encompasses 462
acres of prairies, hardwood forest, lakes, wetlands, miles of hiking trails, a working farm,
orchard and bee apiary. The center is recognized nationally as a leader in environmental
education. While here, the children will participate in activities such as geocaching, orienteering and wilderness skills training. The y will also have the opportunity to get up
close and personal with some of the centers reptile and amphibian residents. The staff at
the center adapts the programs to be appropriate for all ages and the children will once
again be chaperoned by John McAllister.
After spending the morning at the Nature Center, they will have the opportunity to explore
some of the unique offerings of the Twin Cities, including an outdoor sculpture garden
housing the famous Spoon Bridge and Cherry, Minnehaha Falls, and the Mall of America.
The program will run from 9:00—4:30 Thursday—Saturday and 9:00-12:00 on Sunday.
Please contact the office if you have any questions about the program.
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Going once, going twice!

Page 7

Fellows News

It's that time of year again. Laura is once again trying to learn to enjoy the feel of dirt under her
finger nails, and the rain and sun beating down on her bowed head. "Gardening time?" you ask?
Nope. Laura is preparing for our big fundraising auction and is on her hands and knees groveling,
begging, pleading ...
Can you offer your vacation home up for a long weekend or week? Please let Laura know ASAP
so she can start putting together a slide show! lbainselbo@yahoo.com
Can you donate new or gently used items of some value? For those of you who are new to SVHE,
we won't burden you with worrying about what you could donate, just come and have fun! For
everyone else, it doesn't hurt to start thinking now about what items you may have or want to
buy to donate that will make others think "Oh, I must have that!"
Can you come prepared to spend some money? When packing for the trip, why not throw in an
empty bag? You can get all your holiday shopping done early this year, then sit back and relax
come winter. Better yet, start thinking about how much you spend on vacation trips. Maybe this
is the year you finally bid on that dream vacation getaway and win! A few nights in a New York
City apartment has already been donated for the auction.
Any questions? Feel free to contact Laura at lbainselbo@yahoo.com or 717 679-6258
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Office News
Poetry Group in need of a leader!
Have you been a Poetry group participant in the past or been interested in joining? Ready to take on
the challenge of leading the group? Lynore Banchoff is convening the Forms of Autobiography Morning Group this summer so for the Poetry Circle to continue we need a volunteer. This special interest
group only meets one afternoon during the conference. Contact Reade Dornan at dornan@msu.edu if
you are interested in leading the group or finding out what is involved.
90 for 90

From the Executive
Director

We’re still collecting memories, thoughts, pictures, or anything you might want to share with
members as we celebrate our 90th FM and look forward to our 100th! Please send anything
you would like to share to the office or email Sandy at smcallister@svhe.org.
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SVHE Newsletter Spring 1994
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Page 2

It’s the 90th Anniversary of SVHE and the 20th of the New Teachers’ Workshop which over the years
has morphed into SWCT and now SWCT in China. The following announcement of the (then) new program appeared in the newsletter.

Teachers Workshop to be Offered

Office News
Page 7

Fellows News
Page 8

In Memory
Page 9

The Society plans to offer a workshop for beginning college and high school teachers immediately prior
to this year’s Fellows meeting. The workshop will be titled “Encouraging the Future: A Workshop for College Teachers for the 21st Century.” Up to 15 graduate students and early-career faculty members will
work with experienced faculty mentors to develop good teaching skills, form supportive relationships
with mentors, and consider a variety of issues, including recent research on college-level teaching and
learning, how to balance teaching, research and public service in humane and realistic way and how to
adapt successfully to a variety of institutional expectations.
The first New Teachers Workshop included 20 participants, including Dan Sack who is still very active
and a regular FM attendee.

Amazon Smiles!
Amazon Smiles is a new program that provides a simple and automatic way for you to support SVHE
every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same
low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus
that Amazon will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organization. Use
the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby
registry, and other account settings are also the same. Similar our current program with a link on the
website, just easier and streamlined! Click the link below and bookmark smile. Amazon .org and shop
away!

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/06-0676313
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Fellows News
Alfred McQueen, Sr

Marianne Novy
Marianne published Shakespeare and Outsiders
with Oxford University Press in Fall 2013. It is more
accessible than many academic books. Emma Smith
of the Times Literary Supplement said, “The
strength of Novy's method is clear: it is attentive to
Elizabeth Struthers Malbon
varying audience responses and delicate in its unElizabeth, a professor of Religion and Culture at Vir- derstanding of the rhythms of sympathy. The book
is available from Amazon.
ginia Tech, has received the university’s 2014 WilMarianne entered the Society as a Danforth Fellow
liam E. Wine award. The William E. Wine Achievement Award was established in 1957 by the Virginia in 1965.
Tech Alumni Association in memory of William E.
Wine, Class of 1904, who was a former rector of the Jon Wiant
board of visitors and alumni association president. Jon has stopped teaching his seminars at George
Following a college-level selection process of candi- Washington University though he continues to lecdates nominated by students, faculty, and alumni,
ture at several colleges in Metro DC. He lectures
each college may put forth one nominee. Three fac- twice a month for Road Scholar tours to Washington
ulty members are selected annually to receive this
and will be a guest lecturer on the Prairie Home
award by a committee representing all eight colleg- Companion Baltic Capitals cruise in August. He will
es at the university. Each Wine Award winner realso be the study leader for a NY Times Cold War
ceives $2,000 and automatic induction into the
Spy Capitals tour in November. Jon would be deAcademy of Teaching Excellence.
lighted to speak on Fellows’ campuses. Jon was
Elizabeth was elected to the Society in 1993.
Danforth Fellow in 1970.
Alfred is retiring from Hampton University after 43
years of teaching, two of which were spent in Washington, DC working for the EPA.
Alfred was elected to the Society in 2000.
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Soundings:

Like us on Facebook!

An Interdisciplinary
Journal
Call for Papers

Follow SVHE on Twitter!

Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal invites essays
on topics related to any and
all aspects of human values,
including aesthetic, moral,
political, economic, scientific, or religious values.
We welcome work from a variety of disciplinary
and/or interdisciplinary approaches, including the
arts, cultural studies, history, literature, philosophy, and religion, among others. For procedures
related to submitting an essay, consult the CHS
website (http://www.lib.fsu.edu/CHS/) or write to
soundings@admin.fsu.edu.

Join SVHE on Facebook to keep up with news
and information about Fellows, stay informed
about Society activities, and participate in lively
discussions!
If you joined but haven’t visited lately, take another look!

To share news about new jobs, publications, honors or retirement, send your information to
society@svhe.org.
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William Quillian
April 13, 1913—March 4, 2014
One of Lynchburg's most influential leaders, William "Bill" Quillian Jr., died early Tuesday. He would have been 101 in April.
Quillian, the beloved and longest-serving leader of Randolph-Macon Woman's College,
died in his sleep at about 3 a.m., just a few hours after two of his children had left his bedside. Despite getting a new pacemaker Friday, his son William "Bill" Quillian III said his
father's heart rate continued to slow.
"He let us know several times that he was ready to go," Quillian III said Tuesday. "He was
at peace."
Memorial arrangements were not set as of Tuesday night, but family members anticipate
a public memorial early next week. The details will be published in an obituary Thursday.
An ordained minister and philosophy professor, Quillian moved to Lynchburg with his
wife Margaret and their four children in 1952 to become president of Randolph-Macon
Woman's College, now known as Randolph College.
Bill came into the Society in 1938 as a Kent Fellow. More of his obituary can be found
here.
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Alvord Beardslee
September 6, 1926—March 21, 2014
The Rev. Alvord Beardslee came to Virginia when the state was in the throes of Massive
Resistance against desegregation. His introductory sermon was titled “Segregation is
Sin.”
Beardslee never wavered from his liberal Christian principles during his 34-year tenure
at Hollins College — now Hollins University. The Rhode Island native was a religion professor and chaplain who championed civil rights, built ecumenical bonds between Roanoke Valley churches and mentored a generation of students who went on to become
pastors. Beardslee, who retired from Hollins in 1993, died March 21 in Salisbury, Conn.,
at age 87.
The son of Congregationalist pastors, Beardslee graduated from Lehigh University and
Yale Divinity School and was an ordained Congregationalist minister (now the United
Church of Christ). He served with the U.S. Army Air Corps in the Pacific Theater of Operations during World War II. He came to Hollins in 1959 and served as the college’s fulltime chaplain until 1977. He remained emeritus professor of religion after he retired to
northwest Connecticut to be closer to his sisters.
Alvord Beardslee was elected to the Society in 1985. More of his obituary can be found
here.

Consider making a memorial donation. Contact the office for details.
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