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Society for Values in Higher Education

Views and Values
The Society for Values in Higher Education is an interdisciplinary group of educators and other
professionals who care deeply about ethical issues facing higher education and the wider society. We believe such values call for study, reflection, discussion and action.
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With the new year came some
final changes in what has been
a year of transformation for
the SVHE office. In December
of 2012 we moved the SVHE
office from Portland, OR to
Bowling Green, KY. In early
2013 we hired Sandy McAllister to staff our Kentucky office
while saying goodbye to Renee
Devereux, who served the Society so well. Then at the end of
this past December, we wished
Pam Montgomery a happy retirement and thanked her for
years of dedicated and excellent service. This transformation has not been easy, but
thanks to the good work and
conscientiousness of all involved we were able to work
our way through these many
changes with hardly a hiccup.
We also are thankful for a won-

derful Board of Directors and
great members who provided
helpful support and patience
where appropriate.

and also has sought to promote
dialogue on the critical issues
of the day through our Reading
for the Common Good program. With a solid financial
With these changes behind us, footing and the dedication of
we are delighted to report that its members, SVHE is poised to
the Society is on stronger ficontinue to make important
nancial ground than it has
contributions to higher educabeen in the last few years. We tion for many years to come.
still need your dues payments
and generous donations, but
The staff in Kentucky wishes
we've been able to cut costs
you a wonderful spring. And
and maintain revenue. We con- we'll see you in St. Paul
tinue to make modest but important progress in bringing in
new members, and are well on
our way to finalizing plans for
a fabulous 90th Anniversary
FM in St. Paul this summer.
SVHE continues to be at the
forefront of pedagogical issues
through its Summer Workshop
for College Teachers in China,

A Note from the President Introducing our new intern
A special thanks to all those whose donations to our Annual Fund helped offset
the expenses that we incurred during our
move from Portland to Bowling
Green. Donations to the Fund this year
were up substantially over the previous
year, and this helped cover the one-time
expenditures that resulted from the
move. This kind of generosity helps insure the financial stability of SVHE for
years to come.
Allen Dunn, SVHE President

I am MacKenzie Nation, a senior at Western Kentucky
University. I am majoring in creative writing with a
double minor in French and Religious Studies. When I
heard of SVHE’s organization I wanted to be a part of
it and help promote higher education. I believe preparing and challenging students during their higher
education experiences will allow them to play a positive role in society and gain awareness of social and
economic issues that are present in the world today. I
am excited to be working with such an amazing organization and am looking forward to making an impact in today’s society.
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Fellows Meeting 2014
The 90th Annual Fellows Meeting
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN

MINDING THE GAP

Educating for Economic Justice
Featured Plenary
Speaker
July 17th, 7:15

Haven’t been to a Fellows meeting recently?
This is a great year to come back!
Planning for the 90th Anniversary Meeting is well
underway. Our topic is extremely timely and
should lead to stimulating discussions about the
deleterious effects of income inequality on our
lives. Plenary speakers are being secured and we
are making arrangements to screen Robert
Reich’s new film Inequality for All. The Morning
Group Seminars are coming together nicely. We
have many of the old favorites as well as a new
offering from Board Member Greg Sapp. We are
always open to new ideas for Morning Groups. It’s
not too late to add another one. Contact program
chair Reade Dornan if you have an idea, even one
time offerings are welcome!
For the children, we are making plans for field
trips and activities that will highlight the Twin
Cities area.

Our featured speaker is Timothy Noah. Noah
writes twice weekly for MSNBC.com. Previously,
he was a senior editor at the New Republic,
where he wrote the "TRB From Washington"
column, and for a dozen years before that he
was a senior writer at Slate, where he wrote the
"Chatterbox" column, among other duties. Prior
to that he was a Washington-based reporter for
the Wall Street Journal, an assistant managing
editor for U.S. News & World Report, a congressional correspondent for Newsweek, and an editor of the Washington Monthly (where he remains a contributing editor). Noah has written
for a variety of other national publications, including the New York Times, the Washington
Post, Harper's, and Fortune, and has contributed
frequent broadcast commentaries to CBS Sunday Morning and NPR's Day To Day. He received

the 2011 Hillman Prize for a 10-part Slate series
on income inequality in the U.S. that he subsequently expanded into his 2012 book, The Great
Divergence: America's Growing Inequality Crisis
And What We Can Do About It. He was also, in
2010, a National Magazine Award finalist for his
Slate coverage of Obamacare. Noah edited two
anthologies of the writings of his late wife, Marjorie Williams: the New York Times best-seller
The Woman At The Washington Zoo (2005),
which won the PEN/Martha Albrand Award,
and Reputation (2008). More information about
Marjorie and her books is at womanatthewashingtonzoo.com. A 1980 graduate of Harvard College, Noah lives in Washington, D.C., with his
two teenage children. For more about Noah, visit
www.timothynoah.com.

Share our Call for Papers
Paper or panel proposals that address the theme and the role of higher education in “minding and
mending the gap” are invited. Click here for the full CFP. Deadline for submission is April 15, 2014.

Society for Values in Higher Education
c/o Western Kentucky University * 1906 College Heights Blvd. #8020 * Bowling Green, KY 42101-1041
270-745-2907 * 270-745-5374 * www.svhe.org * society@svhe.org

Page 3

February 2014

Morning Group Seminars
Morning Group Seminars
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Celebrating the Search has been meeting for 35 years and is open and welcoming to all who would
like to join our caring community. We are all so bright and intelligent but we put that aside and speak
out of our experience and from our hearts. We currently have three presentations slated for this coming meeting— but our presentations are not academic papers with 623 footnotes. We stand on our
own feet and are the authorities of our own life experiences. The group discovers where the presenter's story resonates with their own. This year Barbara Blair will tell us about how her journey as
a Dominican Nun (for ten years) led to her dissertation on Buddhism. Melanie Howard will talk about
her adult conversion to the Mennonite faith. And Dorothy Hurlburt, whose first meeting was last
year, already felt so at home that she will be presenting at Saint Thomas. And you? Would you like to
try out some ideas and get some feedback from a wonderfulgroup of people?
Contact Carol Ochs (cochs@earthlink.net) if you have any questions or suggestions.
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Morning Group Seminars
These groups, which meet for four consecutive mornings, for three hours, have long been
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the Search

Sustainability

Theorizing Culture

We will examine aspects of sustainability and environmental planning, seeking to discover solutions to these
challenging issues. As usual in this Morning Group we
are planning a field trip focusing on a local issue related
to the environment, continuing our practice of linking
some of our discussions to the place and region where
the SVHE meeting is held. Our field trip this year is in the
planning stages, but some of our concerns this year will
be Food and Farming. We are always open to new voices
and directions, and share stories and poetry, personal
reflections and environmental discoveries.
We will also integrate other proposed presentations and
readings from interested participants that relate to sustainability, planning or the environment. Please email
information on proposed presentations and readings to
Jo Margaret Mano by June 15. We welcome newcomers
and friends to share in our tradition of embracing diverse perspectives and shared concerns. We invite all to
share in our discussions, and look forward to seeing you!

In The Spirit Level, Wilkinson and Pickett
present extensive data that support their
claim that the increasing income inequality
in developed nations is harmful to the public good. This study is impressive because
of its scope and the range of the criteria
that the authors use to measure social
wellbeing. In this morning group we will
read The Spirit Level and discuss its conclusions in light of both classical and contemporary debates about distributive justice.
We will begin with some background reading in the classical literature on the topic,
and then consider the work of John Rawls
and some of the most notable responses to
his Theory of Justice. The reading will also
include excerpts from The Great Divergence, the most recent book by Timothy
Noah, one of the plenary speaker’s at this
year’s Fellows Meeting.

Contact: Jo Margaret Mano jmano@newpaltz.edu

Contact Allen Dunn (ardunn@utk.edu) or
Eric Bain-Selbo eric.bain-selbo@wku.edu
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Morning Group Seminars
Historical Fiction Morning Group
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Forms of Autobiography

As in the past, the Historical Fiction morning
We announce a Family Reunion of this creative group
group has selected for consideration classic and
which last year took time off from 20 years of collabohistorical fiction novels that reflect the conferration. This meeting will find us rejuvenated by forence’s theme. In 2014, we will discuss a group of
mer members and new members with lives worth
books that depict the aspirations of people from
telling. The meeting’s theme is: "Minding the
widely different times, classes, nation states, and
Gap: Educating for Economic Justice" but we often
ethnicities/races and the systematic inequities
move graciously beyond the theme based on our inthey experience on a daily basis that often preterests and writing projects.
vent their aspirations from coming to fruition.
However, "Minding the Gap" could stimulate some
We will start with the classic Jude the Obscure by
contributions about travel, about the class differences
Thomas Hardy, with David Jones facilitating the
in our family history or current lives, the financial
discussion. The second novel is John Dos
condition of women in the religious life versus the
Passos’s The 42nd Parallel (the first volume of
status of priests, or maybe the gap in relationships
what is known as his U.S.A. trilogy), and Tom
caused by war.
Stockdale will provide background and lead the
One idea is to have a session based on Story
discussion. Alfred Guillaume will then lead us in
Corps (StoryCorps.org). We may use media to view
a discussion of Sembene Ousmane’s God’s Bits of
scenes and discuss one person dramatic presentaWood. The final work to be discussed is Ayana
tions such as The Belle of Amherst (Emily Dickinson)
Mathis’s The Twelve Tribes of Hattie (facilitator—
and Mark Twain.
Mary Papke). If you are interested in reading
Formats can vary with 1or 2 presentations in a mornbackground on the Hardy and Dos Passos novels,
ing or perhaps a talk and a panel. Discussion is essenyou might consider checking out the Norton Crittial and lively! Contributions can be in the form of
ical Edition of Jude the Obscure and the Library of
music, poetry, autobiographical drafts, questions of
American edition of Dos Passos’s U.S.A. (the latCulture
how toPop
write
about oneself, the place of humor and
ter contains a detailed chronology of world
deep feeling in our writing and thinking.
Culture
grouptowill
explore presentation ideas, and I
events cited in the trilogy). The Ousmane novel The Pop
You
are invited
contribute
is available from Heinemann, and Mathis’s novelhow film,
television
and
other
media
will put together a program
with as much involvewill be released in paperback by Vintage this address
ment
as possible.
the issue
of inequality. Remonth.
cent movies like Blue Jasmine and
Lynore
Banchoff
Lynoreb@sbcglobal.net
Contact: Mary Papke papke@utk.edu
PeopleContact:
Like Us are
certain
to provide
fertile ground for discussion. Other
topics will include Women in AnimaPop Culture
tion and a look at how income
inequalityThe
is portrayed
on mainstream
*New for 2014*
Pop Culture
Group will explore how film,
television
shows.
Social Justice in the Academy
television and other media address the issue
In this seminar, we will focus on Reinhold
of inequality. Recent movies like Blue Jasmine
Niebuhr’s seminal work Moral Man and Imand People Like Us are certain to provide fermoral Society, and consider its value for
tile ground for discussion. Other topics will
teaching morality in contemporary higher
include "Women in Animation" and a look at
education. We will consider whether Niehow income inequality is portrayed on mainbuhr’s thought has contemporary value or
stream television shows. Our agenda is still
should be relegated to the realm of historical
taking shape. Contact us if you would like to
inquiry.
present a workshop/session.
Reading: Reinhold Niebuhr’s Moral Man and
Contact: Erika at RikaGoodman@gmail.com
Immoral Society
or Sylvia at sylvia.mctague@gmail.com.
Contact: Greg Sapp, gsapp@stetson.edu
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Society Projects
“A survey of 21 countries, conducted by International Educational Progress
Evaluation Organization, highlighted that Chinese students tied for last place when it
came to using their imagination and were fifth from the bottom in creativity.
[Although] Chinese students finished first in math…the survey confirmed what Chinese
parents know, that their children rarely are challenged to use their imaginations to
solve problems.”http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/opinion/2010-12/01/
content_11635749.htm

Society for Values in Higher Education
2014 Summer Workshop for College Teachers (SWCT) in China

a collaboration to promote
Intercultural Competence
Critical & Creative Thinking
Interactive Classrooms
on

MODERN PEDAGOGIES and CLASSICAL WISDOM

Initially hosted by:


Ningbo University (in 2011 and 2012)



Beijing Normal University (in 2011)



University of International Business and Economics (in 2011 and 2012)



Beijing Foreign Studies University (in 2012).

In 2013, following Beiwai’s lead, hosts organized conferences that featured the SVHE team and its
curriculum to attract participants from many universities thereby further promoting the hosts’ reputation and defraying its hosting expenses. As a result, over 350 faculty from 40 different universities attended workshop sessions at:

Good wishes for the
upcoming Year of the
Horse!
Cathy Bao Bean
(Former SVHE President, now dubbed
Chair as she continues to venture back
to the country of her
birth.)



University of Business Studies School of Foreign Studies



Hubei University



Shanghai Normal University



Xian International Studies University.

So far, two of three 2014 hosts—Sun Yat-sen University and Xian International Studies University—
have been decided. As before, we are grateful to Professor Dafu Yang Dafu Yang, Director of West
China Center for Faculty Development (西部外语教师发展中) and an Honorary SVHE Fellow for his
advice as an intermediary as well as Nancy and David Jones for their generous support.
This year, joining veteran team members—Amy Berger, Dave Stewart, and Cathy Bao Bean—we
have Stephen Rowe, Professor of Philosophy at Grand Valley State University in Michigan and Sophia Pandya, Associate Professor in the Religious Studies Department at California State University,
Long Beach.

Society for Values in Higher Education
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Society Projects
Reading for the Common Good
Our Reading for the Common good program begins its third semester with books focused on income inequality, our theme for
the summer Fellows’ Meeting at the University of St. Thomas.
The program, which aims to facilitate conversation (a common
good) in order to discuss issues and problems related to our
lives together (the common good) has given away approximately 150 books to groups across the country. This semester’s book
choices include Political Emotions by Martha Nussbaum, The
Rich and The Rest of Us by Tavis Smiley and Cornel West and
Robert Reich’s Beyond Outrage. Last semester’s choices included The Great Divergence, by Timothy Noah. Noah has just been
secured as a plenary speaker for the FM. A google group has
been created to facilitate conversation among groups. It’s not
too late to start a group. If you are interested, contact the office
with the title of the book your group would like to read and the
number needed and we’ll send them to you. If you have a group
and have not yet received the google groups information, let us
know. We want to make sure you can be part of the conversation!
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Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal
invites essays on topics related to any
and all aspects of human values, including aesthetic, moral, political, economic,
scientific, or religious values. We welcome work from a variety of disciplinary
and/or interdisciplinary approaches, including the arts, cultural studies, history,
literature, philosophy, and religion,
among others. For procedures related to
submitting an essay, consult the CHS
website (http://www.lib.fsu.edu/CHS/)
or write to soundings@admin.fsu.edu.

Join the SVHE on Facebook to keep up with
news and information about Fellows, stay informed about Society activities, and participate
in lively discussions!
If you joined but haven’t visited lately, take
another look!
You may be asked to confirm that you still
want to be a member because our group was
migrated—don’t worry, it’s still the same great
people and information!

Society for Values in Higher Education
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Office News
90 favorites for 90 years
As part of our ongoing celebration of our 90th Anniversary, we have begun collecting SVHE
favorites— favorite memories, favorite things about SVHE, anything you want to share.
We’ve already had some sent in, here’s one from long-time Fellow Edward (Chip) Ordman.
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I've always valued the fact that young people of all ages are not only invited to SHVE, but are
invited to participate in any way they can. I recall a meeting in the late 1960's (Society for Religion in Higher Education days) when a Harvard professor delivered, in a morning group, a very
scholarly paper on how values are typically transmitted in American families. A teenager present had the first somewhat indignant response: "That's not how it works in my family, or the
families of any of my friends." It led to one of the best discussions I've ever had in a morning
group. This mixture of personal experience with scholarly approaches continues to be one of the
best features of SVHE, reflected well in recent years in such groups as the "autobiography" and
"religious search" groups.

The election schedule for new Board
members has changed to be in accordance with
the bylaws. Rather then completing the election
process in time for the Winter Board of Director’s meeting in January, the calendar has been
adjusted to occur according to our by-laws. A
slate is being compiled by the Nominating committee, candidate statements and ballots will be
available online and mailed on March 10th with
a voting deadline of March 31st. We will announce the election results following the Board’s
April conference call. As always, new Board
Members take office in July, following the FM.

Dues, Tax letters, Annual Fund
The second round of dues reminders is in
the mail. You can mail your dues or Annual
Fund contribution to our office in Bowling
Green or online by clicking here.
Tax letters were mailed at the end of January. If you have not received yours please
contact the office. Keep in mind that dues
and FM fees are not tax deductible.

From the Archives

SVHE Newsletter—Winter 1993
SVHE Fellows in the Washington area were invited to a birthday celebration of Dr. King, cosponsored by SVHE. Vincent Harding, friend of Dr. King and presenter of the 1986 SVHE
Annual Fellows Lecture at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville spoke movingly on
“Embracing the Dream: Compassion, Community, Creativity, Courage.” A program of gospel
music, song and dance by GU students surrounded the speaker who was preceded by students sharing personal testimonies to Dr. King as Jewish, American Indian, Asian and Black
students. Rosemary Harding accompanied her husband, charming students with her experiences and insights during the reception that followed. Society President Pat BarnesMcConnell, in Washington for a Congressional hearing, brought greetings to Vincent from all
the members.
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Fellows News
Robert Woodworth

In April, 2013, Dr. Woodworth gave a presentation titled “Kinetics of Iron Exchange in Human
Transference” at the London meeting of the International Bio-Iron Society.
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Betsy Williams

Betsy was recently named the Writing Skills/
Study Skills coordinator for the School of Social
work at the University of Michigan.

Society

Estella and Chuck Lauter
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Estella was named Poet Laureate of Door County, WI for 2014-2015. Her third chapbook,
Transfiguration, Reimagining Remedios Varo
(2013), was published by Finishing Line Press.
Chuck created the Dickinson Poetry Series at the
MU Fellowship of Door County and is active in a
Climate change coalition and the Door County
land trust.

Fr. Paul Jones

p7

Fr. Paul’s thirteenth book, Becoming who God
wants you to Be: 60 Meditations for Personal
Spiritual Direction, was published in January by
Upper Room Press.

Fellows
News

Thomas Banchoff, Jr.
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Dr. Long is retired and living at Oberlin. Sometime in 2014, Wipf and Stock will publish his
book, The Nature and Future of Christianity: A
Study of Alternative Approaches

A “son” of the Society, or Brat as they are more
commonly known, Thomas is now the VicePresident for Global Engagement at Georgetown
University and continues to be the Director for
the Berkley Center for Religion, Peace and
World Affairs.

Security, Secrecy, and an Open Society. Jon retired from the US Department of State in 2004
after 36 years of intelligence and diplomatic
service. He currently teaches at George Washington University’s Elliott School of International Relations.

Bob Spivey

The 7th edition of Anatomy of the New Testament, co-authored by SVHE Fellow Bob Spivey,
was published by Fortress Press in October
2013. This highly acclaimed introduction to the
New Testament has provided students and
teachers with a reading of early Christian literature that is systematic, critical and reliable in its
scope and content. Bob is a former SVHE president and currently serves on the Board of Directors.

Terri Leclerq

Terri LeClercq has flunked retirement from the
School of Law, university of Texas. After publication of Prison Grievances: when to write, how
to write, she is now speaking to law students
and activist groups across the country. Her closets are still full of unwanted junk.
Julius Getman
Julius (Jack) Getman has announced he will retire this summer, after more than 50 years of
teaching law students about labor and the
American dream. He is happily writing another
book, this one investigating Supreme Court decisions that affect the working class.
Linda Susan Beard
In April 2013, the Emmaus Community and
Monastery was received formally and graciously
into the Episcopal Church. They are the only
Episcopal nuns in the state of Michigan.

Jon Wiant

Former SVHE President Jon Wiant spoke at Florida State University’s College of Social Sciences
and Public Policy on January 23rd. The title of
Jon’s talk was Spies, Drones and Microphones:

To share news about new jobs, publications, honors or retirement, send your information to
society@svhe.org.
Society for Values in Higher Education
c/o Western Kentucky University * 1906 College Heights Blvd. #8020 * Bowling Green, KY 42101-1041
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In Memory
Ian Barbour
October 5, 1923—December 24, 2013
Ian Barbour first studied science, then religion, but instead of concluding that the two are in eternal conflict,
he helped create an academic realm where they share common ground. Dr. Barbour, who was 90 when he
died on Dec. 24 in Minneapolis, earned a doctorate in physics at the University of Chicago and then a divinity
degree from Yale, and he never abandoned his passion for scientific exploration or his place in the pew. He
embraced the complexities of evolution and the Big Bang theory, of genetics and neuroscience. He also embraced Christianity. He was a devoted parishioner at First United Church of Christ in Northfield, Minn.
In 1999, when he won the Templeton Prize, a prestigious award given annually to “a living person who has
made exceptional contributions to affirming life’s spiritual dimension,” he said it was missing the point to
focus on the supremacy of one over the other, to read either religious texts or scientific findings as comprehensive in their capacity to explain existence.
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“If we take the Bible seriously but not literally,” he said in his acceptance address, “we can accept the central
biblical message without accepting the prescientific cosmology in which it was expressed, such as the threelayer universe with heaven above and hell below, or the seven days of the creation story.”
Ian joined the Society as a Kent Fellow in 1954.
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His NY Times obituary can be found here.
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Robert Lester
February 1, 1933– December 13, 2013
Robert Lester died in Santa Barbara, CA, following a fall that resulted in a severe spinal injury. An astute student of the religions of India, Professor Lester received his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1963 and taught at
Cornell and American universities before joining the faculty of the University of Colorado, Boulder in 1970
with a mandate to establish a program in the study of religion. The program became a Department in 1980
and he served as chair from 1980-82 and 1988-91. He taught in the area of Southeast Asian religions and was
highly regarded by his students. At his retirement party students who had studied with him gathered from
across the country to pay him tribute. For his contributions to the University he received the University Medal in 1982. His contributions to the discipline of religious studies were focused on the study of the religions
of India, including publications on Ramanuja and Sri Vaishnavism, Theravada Buddhism, and an introduction
to the study of Buddhism. His social scientific approach to the study of religion led him to make several extended research trips to India under the sponsorship of NEH, Univ. of Colorado, Fulbright-Hays, and Ford
Foundation grants to provide the foundation for his work. At his retirement in 1998 the Department established the Lester Lectureship in his honor which continues to provide an annual assessment of current issues
in the academic study of religion by a leading scholar in the field. Professor Lester will be remembered with
the greatest appreciation by his colleagues and students .
Sam Spencer
June 6, 1919—October 16, 2013
Samuel R. Spencer, Jr., former president of Davidson College and Mary Baldwin College and an acclaimed,
progressive leader in higher education, died on October 16, 2013. He was 94 years old. Spencer's abiding
passion for Davidson College spanned more than 75 years, from his days as an undergraduate through his
presidency and beyond. During his 15-year tenure at the helm of one of the nation's most respected liberal
arts colleges (1968-1983), Spencer championed the introduction of co-education, the active recruiting and
admission of minority students and the establishment of a self-selection social system instead of exclusionary fraternities. Skilled at the art of diplomacy, and ever aided by his robust sense of humor, his unerring
sense of right and wrong and his genuine affection for those with whom he worked, Spencer presided over
Davidson during the turbulent Vietnam War era and steered the institution through an evolution in its relationship with the Presbyterian Church. Click here for more.

Consider making a memorial donation. Contact the office for details.
Society for Values in Higher Education
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