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Executive Director’s Corner

Freedom, Power and Personal Identity in American Pluralism
94th Annual Fellows Meeting
July 18-22, 2018
University of Washington - Seattle

Registration will begin in early 2018!

Like many of you, I have hit the midway point in the fall semester at my institution. Yet, I still feel 
energized and inspired by our wonderful annual meeting in July in Boston. Great conversation, 
great old friends, and great new friends all made it another fantastic SVHE gathering.

And, of course, we’re already well into our planning for the 2018 FM. This time we’re hitting anoth-
er great American city, a mere 3,048 miles (by car) from Boston (yes, I had to look that up). The 
University of Washington will host our meeting, and the city of Seattle will be our playground for 
the week. Whether it be the amenities of the urban environment or the natural beauty of Puget 
Sound and nearby Mt. Rainier, Seattle will provide a spectacular location for another compelling 
and exciting meeting.

This year our theme is Freedom, Power, and Personal Identity in American Pluralism. In short, 
we want to look at how our drive for personal identity and the politics of personal identity inter-
sect with ideas of collective identity and the common good—as well as how various dimensions of 
power affect those intersections. The Call for Papers is on the website, so be sure to share it with 
friends and colleagues.

Of course, the key to great meetings like the one we had in Boston and the upcoming one in Seattle 
is the incredible support that we receive from our members. We’ve just begun our membership and 
Annual Fund drive. Please help us serve you by paying your membership dues and/or contributing 
to the Annual Fund (you can do both online through the website). In addition, share our infor-
mation with friends and colleagues who might be interested in the kinds of conversations we’re 
having. And, as always, thank you!
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Fellows’ Meeting 2017

The Fellows Meeting in Boston once again brought together old friends and new for 
a long weekend of academic inquiry, sharing of experience, and socializing. Some of 
the Morning groups took advantage of the location to venture out to some of the local 
sites. The Children’s Program experienced everything from a reenactment of the Bos-
ton Tea Party to a ride on the Charles River in a Duck Boat, and more. We had a great 
response to our Call for Papers, with nearly 20 participants and the launch of virtual 
presentations.  

Poetry Circle

Joyful Evening

Old Friends New Friends
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Senior Fellows Lecture
The Senior Fellows Lecture this year was delivered by Howard Carter. Howard Carter did his bachelor’s work at 
the University of Chicago and his Ph.D. in Comparative Literature at the University of Iowa, although he says 
the best thing he got from Iowa was his wife Nancy. 
Howard is currently adjunct professor, Social Medicine, School of Medicine, UNC-Chapel Hill. As an editor for 
the NYU Literature, Art, and Medicine Database, he reviews books about literature and health.
Howard and Nancy came to their first SVHE meeting in, they believe, 1976, not only in the last century but also 
in the former millennium

When I think about the Society, my garrulosity erupts. I have about 50 pages here. If I talk fast, we can be 
out of here by lunch.
 Like Caesar’s Gaul, my talk has three main points.
 1.  Looking back: gratitude for how SVHE has nourished our lives.
 2.  Looking ahead: mystery but certainty.
 3.  Other dimensions, including a toast to SVHE from past years.
These are only partially sequential. In a very Society-like way, they tend to overlap, especially Exploring 
Other Dimensions. Further, the parts have no equality in size and will taper off spectacularly. To keep you 
oriented, there will be demarcations of a brief call and response. (These were knock-knock jokes not includ-
ed in this more formal version.)  

1. Looking back: gratitude for how SVHE has nourished our lives.
 Nancy and I came for the first time to Wells College, 1976, we think. The ageless Phil O’Mara sat 
across from me at a meal and made me feel welcome. In these 41 years we’ve missed only a handful of meet-
ings, attending probably 35 or so. I think Carol Ochs has made every single one, and certainly this one at 
Simmons, where she formerly taught.
 As I reflect on my involvement with SVHE over the years, I see that it played a continuous and sup-
portive role in my intellectual, esthetic, and religious life. I have many fond memories.  
 In the late 70s, I stayed visited Yale University one very cold January to use the excellent library. Har-
ry Smith was executive director of SVHE at the time and found me a monk-like cell on some upper floor of 
his building.
 Summer meetings or the “Week of Work” included family. Our daughter Rebecca grew up with 
SVHE summer meetings. She wasn’t very old when she asked one June, “Are we going to society? As assis-
tant profs. Nancy and I didn’t have much money, but with Rebecca’s impetus, we made the effort.
 At these meetings:  shorts, not suits, cafeterias not hotel restaurants, dorm rooms, classrooms: aca-
demic people felt right at home.
 The interdisciplinary nature was profoundly important. My Ph.D. was in Comparative Lit. Nancy’s in 
American Studies. The wide range of topics and interests in the society was just right for us. There were dif-
ferences from disciplinary meetings, I found, where there’s more competing, one-up-manship. Even handing 
out business cards and hustling for talks or consulting. In our meetings, jargon was toned down to speak 
with others outside a given discipline.   
 Incidentally, I looked up books by SVHE Fellows on our website… truly an amazing range of topics 
and forms of inquiry. And assuredly all the works of our membership are not there.

The full text of Howard’s presentation can be found here.
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Pottery Lottery Winner

Judy Saltzman-Saveker was the lucky winner of the Bean Pot this summer. Thanks to 
the generosity of Bennett Bean, SVHE has raffled off a piece of his 
work since 2004. The SVHE kids, who sell raffle ticket throughout 
the conference, we have raised over $16,000 since we began
having raffles. 

Robert A. Spivey Award Winners
Every year at the Fellows’ Meeting, the Robert A. Spivey Award 
for Excellence in Scholarship is presented to two scholars who 
submitted and presented their work in repsonse to our Call 
for Papers. This year the awards went to Art Remillard for his 
work, “Civil Religions in America”  and to Jennifer Hart, for 
hers, “I’m no expert but...Or why we should embrace the oppor-
tunity to teach non-disciplinary specific first-year seminars”. The 
Spivey Award is named in honor of long-time Fellow and for-
mer SVHE President Robert Spivey and includes a $300 award.

And the Rock went home with...
The Rock spent the last year with Bennett and Cathy Bao Bean. 
It was an eventful year for the Rock, in which it found a signif-
icant other and had a sea of children, jewel-like, as everyone’s 
children are. The Rock’s significant other was a dream from 
heaven - a meteorite.
The Rock (and family) will be moving on to spend the year with 
our enthusiastic group of young Fellows from the University of 
St. Francis. I’m sure we all look forward to hear the further ad-
ventures of the Rock next year in Seattle. Start saving now, and 
maybe next year the Rock could go home with you!

Exec Director Eric Bain-Selbo, Jennifer 
Hart and Art Remillard.

Bennett Bean relinquishing custody of 
the Rock the the St. Francis crew.
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Congratulations to our Mary Jo Small Fellows!
SVHE welcomed six new Mary Jo Small Fellows at the meeting this summer. The Mary Jo Small Fellowship 
program has introduced the Society to 28 early career academics, many of whom have become active mem-
bers. 

Katherine Carroll - Katherine is an independent archiectural historian. She is an adjunct professor in art his-
tory at the Massachusetts College of Liberal Arts in North Adams, MA.

Jennifer Hart - Jennifer is a Visiting Assistant Profesor in Religious Studies and Core Curriculum at Elon Uni-
versity. She received her PhD in Religious Studies from Indiana University in 2010.

Jordan E. Miller - Jordan is a Visiting Assistant Professor in Religious Studies at Wheaton College in Norton, 
MA. He recieved a PhD in Interdisciplinary Humanities from Salve Regina University in Newport, RI in 2014.

Olivia Pethtel - Olivia is an Assistant Professor at St. Francis University. She received a PhD in Developmental 
Psychology from Bowling Green State University in 2012

Phillip Luke Sinitiere - Phillip has been a Professor of History at the College of Biblical Studies in Houston, 
TX since 2013. He received a PhD in History from the University of Houston in 2009. 

Christopher Utter - Chris received his PhD in Government from Georgetown University in 2015. He has 
served as an instructor at various institutions in the Washington, DC metro area. Prior to entering the aca-
demic life, Chris was an assistant acquisition editor at Rowman and Littlefield Publishers.

Thanks to all who helped make our meeting at Simmons a success!
Our annual meetings would not be possible without the many people who generously con-
tribute their time and talents as well as those who contribute items for the auction, money for 
the travel fund and through purchasing those one of a kind items that can only be found at 
the SVHE auction!

A special thank you to the following for their willingness to serve in a variety of ways.

John Wilsey- Program Chair
Judy Meschel
David Stewart
Amy Berger
Carol Ochs
Mary Papke
Erika Goodman
Denise D’Amico

Cathy Bao Bean
Bennett Bean
Lynore Banchoff
Allen Dunn
Jim Phillips
Greg Robbins
Howard Carter
Allison Moore

Laura Bain-Selbo
Bill Strosnider
Art Remillard
Melanie Howard
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““Men often hate each other because they fear each other; they fear each other because they don’t know 
each other; they don’t know each other because they cannot communicate; they cannot communicate 
because they are separated.”
Martin Luther King, Jr. (1958) 

King’s words from nearly 60 years ago still resonate today. Tensions between political groups are running 
high. There are deep ideological rifts between Americans on issues like immigration, the legacy and real-
ity of racism, and human sexuality. We tend to interact with persons who agree with us. Our social media 
practices and the neighborhoods in which we reside often reinforce our isolation from persons that are 
different from us. Perhaps the most isolating of all forces in society today is the correctional system which 
keeps 2.2 million Americans behind bars, away from the rest of society. Sadly, our systems of education 
can also play a role in perpetuating social segregation and ideological divisions.  

In higher education, there has long been a focus on individual achievement and a growing emphasis 
on professional de¬velopment, wherein the primary goal is to help a student secure employment after 
graduation. Colleges and universities are increasingly treating students as consumers rather than future 
leaders and contributors in society. When the focus of an education is on individual and professional 
achievement only, students can find themselves ill-equipped to become participants in democratic society. 
Furthermore, students graduating from college are often unprepared to think critically about social sys-
tems in which they are embedded, and they lack the skills to engage with people across social and cultural 
differences.

With more than two million behind bars, United States has the highest incarceration rate in the world. 
The cost of punishing and containing individuals is more than purely financial, however. Democratic 
societies suffer from the lost talents of those who spend years of their lives behind bars and the voices of 
those who could contribute to civil society. Persons incarcerated are disproportionately people who come 
from minority and economically-distressed communities.

We need new models of education that directly address the realities of social segregation and injustice. 
The Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program facilitates partnerships between institutions of higher educa-
tion and corrections to create spaces that foster civic engagement. Inside-Out brings college (“outside”) 
students together with incarcerated persons (“inside students”) to study as peers in semester-long col-
lege-level courses behind prison walls. Inside-Out courses are diverse and span the social sciences and 
humanities disciplines. What they share is a unique pedagogical approach.  

Each seminar incorporates a unique blend of what have come to be recognized as high-impact practices 
such as intensive writing, collaborative projects and problem solving, community-based learning, and 
exploration of issues of freedom, justice and power, and of life experiences and worldviews different from 
one’s own.  Individuals on both sides of prison walls engage in a collaborative, dialogic examination of is-
sues of social significance through the lens that is the “prism of prison.” New perspectives are gained into 

Inside - Out Prison Exchange Program
David Krueger, Mary Jo Small Fellow 2013, presented his work with the 

Inside-Out Prison Exchange program as part of our Call For Papers. 
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the social binaries of “criminal” versus “citizen” and “teacher” versus “learner.” 

Going behind the walls is one of the most powerful ways for students to “step out of their comfort zones,” 
cross boundaries, confront stereotypes, examine issues of race, class, and poverty, engage with complex 
issues of fairness and justice – and to experience our common humanity, courage, and capacity for change. 
Although Inside-Out courses require greater time commitments from both “outside” students and instruc-
tors, the small sacrifices enable learning experiences that many consider to be life-changing.  

Since the program was founded in 1997, it has grown into an international education movement comprised 
of more nearly 800 trained faculty members, representing more than 100 universities, teaching courses in 
prisons and jails in North America, Australia, and Europe. As of 2017, more than 24,000 incarcerated and 
non-incarcerated students have been impacted. Applications are now open for the 2018 Inside-Out Instruc-
tor Training Institutes. These week-long trainings equip educators and other community leaders with tools 
to facilitate dialogue and learning across social divides. To find our more, please visit our website at http://
www.insideoutcenter.org/.   

********************************************************************
In this interactive two-day workshop, 4-5 facilitators, representing a range of institution types, regions, and 
professional roles, will introduce the Inside-Out prison exchange program by engaging participants in a 
sampling of the approaches that are hallmarks of this transformative pedagogy.  Workshop participants will 
1) learn about the prison-university classroom as a powerful crucible for reflection, reciprocal exchange 
across difference, examination of stereotypes, and interrogation of the complex relationships between indi-
vidual actions and institutional systems, 2) participate in and reflect on key Inside-Out pedagogical strate-
gies, including adaptations of icebreakers and fables as tools for community-building and critical thinking, 
and 3) consider the implications of the Inside-Out model for campus engagement with issues of difference, 
inequality and power.   

David Krueger and fellow presenters,
Tyrone Werts of Inside-Out Prison
Exchange and Tammi Arford from
the University of Massachusetts - 
Dartmouth
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Initially funded by the Jesse Ball DuPont fund,
again, and again, and yet again, we thank NANCY, DAVID and MARGIE JONES

 FOR SUPPORTING THE
2017 Summer Workshop for College Teachers in China

We wish you were with us for our first “SWCT” in Henan
(SOUTH OF THE YELLOW RIVER)

OUR PROGRAM IS TO PROMOTE
INTERCULTURAL COMPETENCE

CRITICAL & CREATIVE THINKING
INTERACTIVE CLASSROOMS

 
With

MODERN PEDAGOGIES AND CLASSICAL WISDOM
SINCE 2011, ABOUT 750 FACULTY FROM 64 DIFFERENT UNIVERSITIES HAVE PARTICI-

PATED IN “SWCT”
Ningbo Univ. (2011 & 2012) ● Beijing Normal Univ. (2011) ● Univ. Of International Business & Eco-
nomics (2011 & 2012) ● Beijing Foreign Studies Univ. (2012) Guangdong Univ. Of Business Studies 

(2013) ● Guizhou University (2016) ● Henan Institute of Science & Technology (2017) ●  Hubei 
Univ. (2013) Shanghai Normal Univ. (2013) ● Nanfang College, Sun Yat-sen University (2014 & 

2017) ● Shanghai International Studies Univ. (2014) Tianjin Univ. Of Science & Technology (2016) ●  
Xian International Studies University (2013 & 2014)

WHY ?
BECAUSE a China Daily editorial reported what many think is true

“A survey of 21 countries, conducted by International Educational Progress Evaluation Organiza-
tion, highlighted that Chinese students tied for last place when it came to using their imagination 

and were fifth from the bottom in creativity. [Although] Chinese students finished first in math…the 
survey confirmed what Chinese parents know, that their children rarely are challenged to use their 

imaginations to solve problems.”
BECAUSE the New York Times reported

“China is producing students with some of the strongest critical thinking skills in the world….But 
the new study, by researchers at Stanford University also found that Chinese students lose their 

advantage in critical thinking in college. That is a sign of trouble inside China’s rapidly expanding 
university system, which the government is betting on to promote growth…”

HOW ?
SWCT provides theoretical advice enlivened with practical demonstrations which are designed 

to address pedagogical concerns with the goal of transforming teaching and learning into a more 
imaginative and interesting experience that is relevant both inside and outside the classroom – pri-

marily by playing/gaming with ideas, formats, criteria, language, etc.  E.g., participants produce 
“Shakespeare  in China,” write “double takes” on life stories, communicate cross-culturally without 

words, enact Live Action Role Playing using Reacting to the Past game “Confucianism and the Crisis 
of the Wanli Emperor” – apropos as we visited the tomb of the person whose accession to the throne 

caused the crisis. 
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 WHO ?
(in alphabetic order)

Cathy Bao Bean www.cathybaobean.com & www.twitter.com/chopsticksfork. 
Author of The Chopsticks-Fork Principle, A Memoir and Manual and co-author of The Chopsticks-Fork 
Principle x 2, A Bilingual Reader (published in China by Sun Yat-sen University Press as The Course in 
Cross-Cultural Communication), she has been a keynoter at over 400 schools, universities, libraries, & orga-
nizations in China and the US., including the State Univ. Of New York, Williams College, American College 
Personnel Association, Ohio State Univ., Dartmouth College, U.S. Military Academy (West Point), Tufts 
Univ., and many Confucius Institutes.

Amy C. Berger, Ph.D., SVHE Board of Directors
 http://people.heidelberg.edu/~aberger/
Professor of Geology at Heidelberg University, she was a Director of the SVHE Summer Workshop for 
College Teachers and awarded for her teaching by both faculty and students, she has developed role-playing 
games on civic response to a natural crisis and on water management strategy designed to bring together 
issues of water allocation, availability, agricultural use and pollution, cultural values, as well as economic 
viability while teaching ballroom dancing and knitting/spinning, in between performing in theater & choir 
productions.

Nancy Taylor Porter, Ph.D., Professor, Illinois College
 http://www.ic.edu/taylorporterbio
Department Chair of Theatre, Academic Director of “1st-year Experience,” a principal in redesigning the 
General Education Program, and author of Women Direct Shakespeare in America & the upcoming Vio-
lent Women in Contemporary Theatres, she has acted in educational & professional venues, is a veteran of 
Shakespeare & Company's actor training program, has trained as a dancer and singer (soprano) as well as 
directed over 25 productions, including The Crucible, Pride and Prejudice, The Secret Garden, Richard III, 
Children of a Lesser God, and Bonnie & Clyde.
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Matthew R. Sayers, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Lebanon Valley College
  http://personal-pages.lvc.edu/sayers
As part of the Humanities & Social Sciences program, his studies of ancient Indian religions with spe-
cial attention to  comparing ideas of life after death led to writing Feeding the Dead: Ancestor Worship 
in Ancient India and numerous articles about the “householder tradition” that often pervades cultures, 
and to teaching broadly about ritual practices by intertwining mythic themes with perennial concerns 
of humanity such as the nature of evil and dying in order to illuminate the environments in which di-
verse people encounter shared and differing attitudes toward life.

David Tabb Stewart, Ph.D., SVHE Board of Directors and Co-Director of SWCT 
Team
 http://www.csulb.edu/misc/inside/core/?p=6572
Associate Professor and Chair of the Religious Studies Dept. At California State Univ., Long Beach, 
Director of the SWCT program in the U.S. for several years, co-author of The Josianic Reform: Deu-
teronomy, Prophecy and Israelite Religion, 622 BCE (a role-playing game hosted at Barnard College of 
Columbia Univ.) And capable in many modern and ancient languages, he has managed communes that 
focused on homeless youth and college students as well as continues to expand his special interests in 
ancient notions of law, disability, otherness, sex, and gender.
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Eric Bain-Selbo Executive Director Term Ends
Allen Dunn President 2019
Fiona Tolhurst Vice President 2020
David Stewart Treasurer
Julie Phillips Secretary 2018
Amy Berger 2018
Margie Jones 2018
Sylvia McTague 2018
Dorothy Hurlburt 2019
Judy Meschel 2019
John Wilsey 2019
Stephen Baker 2019
Melanie Howard 2020
Ryan Korstange 2020
Andy Sfekas 2020
Cathy Bao Bean Chair
Bob Spivey ex-officio

Thanks to Paul Swift and Axel Steuer for their service to the Board and the the Society. We will be 
electing 4 new Board members this Spring. Please let Eric or Sandy know if there is anyone you 

would like to nominate.

Board of Directors
2017-2018

Member News
SVHE Fellow Sean O’Connell has just published 
a book that is a bit of a departure from the 
academic work typically produced by our mem-
bers. In Shark Bait : How I battled tides, fins, and 
fatigue to complete the first non-stop swim around 
Bermuda, Sean recounts his epic non-stop swim 
around the island of Bermuda in 1976, rainsing 
$11,000 for the physically handicapped in the 
process. The saga is full of adventure and sus-
pense and serves as an example of what can be 
achieved with lots of determination and disci-
pline. Sean’s book is available for $19.95 plus 
shipping and can be purchased by contacting 
Martin Buckley at mbuckley@psl.bm or calling 
+441-279-5443 between 9 am and 5 pm AST.
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In Memory

Ruth Hooke
1927-2017

Ruth Ferguson Hooke – teacher, mentor, activist, traveler - passed away Saturday, May 20, 2017, in 
Chelsea, Vermont, in the loving arms of her daughter, son, and caregiver.

Ruth was born March 12, 1927, in Ardmore, Pennsylvania, to Joseph C. and Marguerite (Brinton) 
Ferguson. She attended the Westtown School and Wellesley College, then worked in Europe helping 
with refugee resettlement. She earned a masters of divinity at Yale Divinity School, one of ten women 
in her class. She worked in religious education at the Friends Meeting in Cambridge.

She met Richard Hooke while working in Cambridge. They were married on October 22, 1960, in 
Boston. They soon moved to Henniker, New Hampshire, where Richard taught art at New England 
College.
Ruth was elected to the Society in 1982.
Read more of her obituary here.

Robert McTague
1968-2017

Robert Hugh McTague III (Rob) passed away Thursday morning at home in Madison, NJ, surround-
ed by his family, after an extended illness.

He is survived by his wife of 22 years, Sylvia Merrill Skaggs McTague, daughters Emma and Tara 
McTague, sister Mary Carte, niece Christina Carte, and parents Robert and Doris McTague.

Robert was reared in Tallahassee, Florida, where he graduated from Godby High School in 1986. He 
graduated from Loyola of New Orleans in 1990. In 1992 he started his graduate career at Drew Uni-
versity, earning his Ph.D. there in 1999. By then, Madison became his home and in 1995 he married 
Sylvia, started a family and pursued his teaching career. He taught History and English at Fairleigh 
Dickinson University, Pope John XXIII High School, and most recently at Elite Preparatory Academy.
Rob was the husband of Fellow Sylvia Skaggs McTague and son-in-law of late Fellow Merrill Skaggs.
Read more of his obituary here.

Benjamin Barber
1939-2017

Benjamin R. Barber, a political theorist whose 1995 book, “Jihad vs. McWorld,” presciently analyzed 
the socioeconomic forces leading to the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks and a surge in tribalism around the 
world, died on Monday in Manhattan. He was 77.
The cause was pancreatic cancer, said his son, Jeremy.
Mr. Barber was an academic and public intellectual who argued, with missionary zeal, the virtues of 
decentralized democracy, or “unmediated self-government by an engaged citizenry,” as he once wrote.
In books like “Strong Democracy: Participatory Politics for a New Age” (1984) and “The Conquest of 
Politics: Liberal Philosophy in Democratic Times” (1988), he outlined the ways that ordinary citizens 
might assume a more powerful role in shaping their lives through local, communal institutions — a 
network of “public spaces” encouraging interconnectedness and citizen involvement in politics.
Barber entered the Society as Danforth Fellow. More of his obituary can be found here.


