
 

   

 

 

Society for Values in Higher Education 
c/o Western Kentucky University   *   1906 College Heights Blvd. #8020   *   Bowling Green, KY 42101-1041 

270-745-2907   *   270-745-5374 *   www.svhe.org    *   society@svhe.org 

Society for Values in Higher EducationSociety for Values in Higher EducationSociety for Values in Higher Education   

Views and Values 

 

FM 2014 

page 2 

SWCT in 
China 
page 5 

Office 

News 

page 6 

In Memory 

page 9 

Save the Date! 

July 22-25, 2015 

91st Annual Fellows Meeting  

Western Kentucky University 

Bowling Green, KY 42101 

Working Together? 

Collaboration and the Future of Higher Education 

What a great meeting in St. Paul! Many thanks 
to Reade Dornan for her excellent work lead-
ing the Program Committee. But, as we all 
know, there are dozens of people who help 
make our meetings such successes—Morning 
Group Seminar conveners, participants and 
presiders in the Working Groups, all the peo-
ple who help with the auction, Board mem-
bers who lend a hand, our super staff person 
in Bowling Green, and many more. I always 
leave our meetings energized and inspired—
this year by the excellent plenary lecture by 
Timothy Noah, the commitment and insights 
of the panel of local politicians and communi-
ty activists, the vibrant discussion in my 
Morning Group, the exciting presentations in 
the Working Groups, and just the many con-
versations I had throughout the conference. 

It is with that energy and inspiration that we 
begin planning now for the 2015 FM here at 
Western Kentucky University, July 22-25. The 
theme of the conference is Working Together? 
Collaboration and the Future of Higher Educa-
tion. As always, our meeting will be intellec-

tually engaging. It will provide attendees with 
an opportunity to think critically about the 
current crises in American higher education 
and, we hope, find some viable paths forward.  

The WKU campus will be an excellent loca-
tion for the conference. Several new buildings 
will be utilized, including the magnificent 
Augenstein Alumni Center. Attendees will 
have the option again of accommodations in 
the dormitories (fully air conditioned and 
relatively new) or the new hotel (Hyatt Place) 
that is practically on the campus and easy 
walking distance to all our events. For those 
who will want to add on a bit of a vacation to 
the conference, you can take advantage of 
several attractions—Nashville (Music City 
USA) is only an hour away, Mammoth Cave 
National Park is 45 minutes north, the Ken-
tucky Bourbon Trail runs through the middle 
of the commonwealth, and much more in the 
Bluegrass state. Mark your calendars today! 

 

Executive Director‘s Corner 

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
http://www.wku.edu/
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Fellows Meeting 2014 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN 

A Look Back 

The Society for Values in Higher Education prides itself on a lot of things, but one of the focal 
points of the organization is the annual summer conference. This year the conference visited 
the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN, and discussed issues under the overarching theme 
of Minding the Gap: Educating for Economic Justice.  

The morning group seminars included a variety of topics that ranged from discussions on His-
torical Fiction to Forms of Autobiography, from Pop Culture to Theorizing Culture, and from 
Sustainability to Celebrating the Search. Seminars that were new to the conference included 
Morning Wiki and Social Justice in the Academy. 

In addition to the morning groups, Carol Ochs, Lynore Banchoff, and Sylvia Skaggs McTague re-
spectively led Godwrestling , Poetry Circle, and Women’s Group (Crones) special interest 
groups. There was also an engaging panel discussion, moderated by Dr. Jessica Toft, an Associ-
ate Professor at the University of St. Thomas, about Poverty, Politics, and Policy.  

Msnbc.com columnist,  Timothy Noah, spoke to the group on Wedneday night. The focus of his 
presentation was the increasing wealth gap in the United States. His book, The Great Diver-
gence: America’s Growing Inequality Crisis and What We Can Do about It was the basis for his 
presentation. Several Fellows led reading groups focused on his book as part of our Reading for 
the Common Good program. 

A small but active group of young people spent the mornings at the Dodge Nature Center in St. 
Paul learning outdoor skills. Afternoon activities included a paddlewheeler ride on the Missis-
sippi and kayaking and swimming in Lake Phalen. 

Of course no meeting is complete without attendance at the Auction! The much coveted Bean 
Pot, donated by Fellow Bennett Bean, was won by Trudy Cunningham. The Rock, after spending 
an exciting year biking through the Smoky Mountains with Mary Papke and Allen Dunn will di-
vide its time this year between Scott Berger and David Stewart.  

The general consensus of conference participants was that the week of discussion and collabo-
ration was a resounding success: “I had a great experience!” said one attendee. “The morning 
and working groups provided an excellent opportunity to share and challenge ideas in a con-
structive atmosphere. I felt included and part of a close-knit group from the very first night of 
the conference.”   

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for the upcoming 91st Annual Meeting: July 22 – 25, 2015. 
The conference will focus on Collaboration and the Future of Higher Education, and will be 
hosted at Western Kentucky University, in Bowling Green, KY—the current home of the Society 
for Values in Higher Education. We hope to see you then!  

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
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Fellows Meeting 2014 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN 

A Look Back 

Mary Jo Small Fellows 

Three new Mary Jo Small Fellows joined us at the University of St. Thomas this summer. 
Danielle Davis, Associate Professor of Higher Education at St. Louis University, is a grad-
uate of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Her recent scholarship centers on 
spirituality and values in leadership and education. Danielle also presented a paper enti-
tled “Economic Justice and the Matthew Effect in Higher Education.” 
David Krueger is a Philadelphia—based scholar and educator. He earned his PhD in reli-
gion from Temple University and a ThM from Princeton Theological Seminary. His book, A 
Holy Mission to Minnesota: Viking Martyrs, Civil Religion and the Birthplace of America, is 
due out in 2015 from the University of Minnesota press. 
Jeff Moody is a PhD student at the University of Tennessee. His research includes ethics 
and  justice, especially in  16th Century literature. He currently serves as the Assistant Di-
rector of Composition for the UT English department. 
These fellowships are named in honor of Mary Jo Small and in recognition of her contribu-
tions to the Society. The Fellowships are awarded to college teachers early in their careers 
and pay for registration, room and board. Nominations for the Fellowship are  welcome. 
Send names and email address to society@svhe.org 
 

World Cultural Development Forum Convenes with SVHE 2014 FM 

The SVHE Fellows Meeting in Minnesota featured a special colloquium with an international 

flavor, the 2014 World Cultural Development Forum. Organized by Paul Swift (Board of Direc-

tors, SVHE) and Dr. Li Jialian (Hubei University), the forum addressed economic inequality from 

a global perspective. Dr. Li is one of the editors of Ethics and Axiology and acted as translator at 

the forum in order to present versions of each paper in both Chinese and English. The theme of 

the meeting was ‘‘Economic Inequality and World Justice,’’ and was made possible through gen-

erous sponsorship by the Institute for Advanced Humanistic Studies of Hubei University (IAHS, 

China), the Collaborative Innovation Center of Chinese Moral Culture, the International Society 

of Value Inquiry (ISVI), and China National Association for Ethical Studies (CNAES). The forum 

featured a keynote speech by Jiang Chang from Hubei University, entitled Values of Contempo-

rary China, as well as presentations from 22 other values scholars from China, India, Mexico, 

the Philippines, Israel, Malaysia, and the United States. Far reaching in its discussion of both 

theoretical and applied ethics, this meeting focused on such topics as the challenge of global 

citizenship, the plight of the poor in emerging economies in the world, access to education, so-

cial security, and intergenerational justice. The proceedings of the 2014 World Cultural Devel-

opment Forum will be published through Social Sciences Academic Press in China. There is op-

timism that future collaboration with our Chinese guests from Hubei University will be possi-

ble, as they hosted SVHE’s 2013 Summer Workshop for College Teachers in Hubei, as well as 

the 2013 World Cultural Development Forum which featured SVHE presence in Paul Swift’s pa-

per, “The Vice and Virtue of Tolerance as a Core Value in America” (Social Sciences Academic 

Press, 2014).  

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
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A look ahead to FM 2015 

Planning has already begun for the Fellows meeting next year. Most of the Morning Group Sem-
inar leaders have already confirmed that they are committed for next year. Mary Papke has 
agreed to speak at the Senior Fellows Breakfast. The Board and planning committee are put-
ting together an exciting list of  potential plenary speakers. More information coming soon! 

Reade Dornan—Program Chair 
Judy Meschel 
Carol Ochs 
Mary Papke 
Allen Dunn 
Greg Sapp 
Amy Berger 
David Stewart 
Lynore Banchoff 
Jo Mano 
Joan McKee 
David Hoekema 
Bob Spivey 
Laura Bain-Selbo 
Amy Lampazzi 
Noel Lampazzi 

Paul Swift 
Samantha McAllister 
AJ McAllister 
Erin McAllister 
Hannah Bain-Selbo 
Jim Rogers 
 

Thank you to all who helped make FM 2014 a success! 

 

Fellows Meeting 2014 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, MN 

A Look Back 

 

Joyful, joyful, thee admiring 

Rock of great SVHE, 

Fellows to thy fame aspiring 

Seek thy placid company. 

States and cities, varied, widespread, 

Find thy presence sacred ground; 

Now in my fond heart and hand thou 

Dost sojourn and joys abound. 

 

Long ago at Claremont's meeting 

Humbly ready was thy start, 

Then in outer space though fleeting 

Noble was thy needful part. 

Brave traditions, learning splendid, 

Vital wisdom venture on; 

This year's golden journeys ended, 

Next year's glories rise with dawn.  

The Rock Song 
Words by Phil O’Mara 

(sung to the tune of Beethoven’s Ode to Joy 

At the meeting in St. Paul, it occurred to some that the despite the great distinction of the SVHE Rock, 

it had never been lauded in song. Fellow Phil O’Mara went on to compose the following tribute.  

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
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According to an editorial in China Daily, a survey of 21 countries, conducted by the Inter-
national Educational Progress Evaluation Organization, highlighted that Chinese stu-
dents tied for last place when it came to using their imagination and were fifth from the 
bottom in creativity. Although, Chinese students finished first in math, the survey con-
firmed what Chinese parents know, that their children rarely are challenged to use their 
imaginations to solve problems. In response to this, beginning in 2011, SVHE took  the 
SWCT program on the road to China as part of our initiative to collaborate with Chinese 

universities to promote intercultural competence, critical and creative thinking and development 
of interactive classrooms 
 
Originally funded with a Jessie Ball DuPont Feasibility Grant followed by support from Nancy 
and David Jones, we have since had the unfailing help of SVHE Honorary Fellow and Director of 

West China Center for Faculty Development (西部外语教师发展中), Dafu Yang, when reaching 

out to universities for the fourth consecutive year. 
 
To date, about 600 faculty from 60 different universities have attended SWCT workshops hosted 
by: Ningbo University (in 2011 and 2012), Beijing Normal University (in 2011), University of 
International Business and Economics (in 2011 and 2012), Beijing Foreign Studies Univer-
sity (in 2012), University of Business Studies School of Foreign Studies (2013), Hubei Uni-
versity (2013), Shanghai Normal University (2013), School of Foreign Languages, Nanfang 
College, Sun Yat-sen University (2014), Shanghai International Studies University (2014), 
and Xian International Studies University (2013 and 2014). 

Summer Workshop for College Teachers (SWCT) in China  
A collaboration to promote 

Intercultural Competence • Critical & Creative Thinking • Interactive Classrooms 
MODERN PEDAGOGIESMODERN PEDAGOGIES  ANDAND  CLASSICAL WISDOMCLASSICAL WISDOM  

SWCT in China team members include: 

Cathy Bao Bean, David Stewart, Amy Berger, Dong Dong Chen 
(pictured at right) Sophia Pandya, Paul Swift and Stephen 
Rowe. 

A link to Cathy Bao Bean’s full report and more pictures can be 
found here. 

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
http://www.svhe.org/china.html
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Meet our Fall 2014 Office Intern 

Introductions hold a lot of weight, don’t they? They need to convey a message, need to get a point 
across, and they must do all of this quickly and efficiently. So, where do you start?  

My name is Abby Ponder and I am the current intern for the Society For Values in Higher Education. I 
am a junior in the Honors College at Western Kentucky University, where SVHE is based, and am mak-
ing progress on a degree in professional writing, with minors in literature and journalism. (I’m also 
considering tacking on an additional minor, history, but we’ll see.) Aside from my work with SVHE, I 
am also a Study Abroad Student Representative for WKU, as well as an employee in the Writing Center 
on campus.  

My time at WKU has been a whirlwind of fantastic opportunities, but none as great as last fall, when I 
had the opportunity to study abroad in England. It was the experience of a lifetime, and I would not 
change a bit of it for the world. In my time overseas, I was able to experience new cultures, and gained 
experience in a number of important skills like leadership, adaptability, travel planning, and some 
much-improved map-reading abilities.  

This semester, I am very excited to begin working with the Society for Values in Higher Education. The 
organization is working towards a great number of goals and ideals I find especially important, and I 
am thrilled to be able to play a role in seeing them come to life in classrooms across the country. Over 
the course of my time with SVHE, I will be working on social media, gathering and organizing infor-
mation for the annual summer conference, assisting with member recruitment, and much more.    

Soundings 
An Interdisciplinary Journal 
Call for Papers 

Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Jour-
nal invites essays on topics related 
to any and all aspects of human val-
ues, including aesthetic, moral, po-
litical, economic, scientific, or religious values.  We 
welcome work from a variety of disciplinary and/
or interdisciplinary approaches, including the arts, 
cultural studies, history, literature, philosophy, 
and religion, among others.  To submit an article 
online click here. 

Facebook Change 
As part of our ongoing efforts to improve our 
social media presence, we have added a Face-
book “page”. The new format will make it easi-
er for the office to share information with you. 
Anyone interested in learning more about 
SVHE will be able to “like” our “page” without 
having to request to join a group. Based on our 
research, the page format is more attractive to 
people who are not entirely familiar with an 
organization. Don’t worry though, since so 
many Fellows use the Facebook “group” to 
keep in touch with each other and share news, 
we’re keeping that too! We are going to make 
the group private and restrict it to Fellows on-
ly. Official posts from the office will eventually 
appear on our page only. Be the first to “like” 
us now! And if you aren’t following us on Twit-
ter yet, click below to add us to your network. 
Twitter is a great way to share SVHE info with 
colleagues and friends! 
 

Dues Reminders/Annual Fund 

You should have received your Dues and Annu-
al Fund letters. Your support through dues pay-
ments and Annual Fund contributions is critical 
to the Society. As always, you can pay dues or 
contribute online at www.svhe.org. You do NOT 
have to log in to pay. 

Office News 

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
http://www.editorialmanager.com/soundings/
http://www.svhe.org
https://twitter.com/SVHEorg
https://www.facebook.com/societyforvaluesinhighereducation
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Eric Bain-Selbo Executive Director  

Cathy Bao Bean Chair  

Allen Dunn President  

Greg Robbins Vice-President 2016 

David Stewart Treasurer  

Betsy Williams Secretary 2016 

Axel Steuer  2015 

Margie Jones  2015 

Amy Berger  2015 

Alfred Guillaume  2015 

Art Remillard  2016 

Greg Sapp  2016 

Paul Swift  2017 

Fiona Tolhurst  2017 

Meg Wiant  2017 

Bob Spivey Ex officio  

John Kelsay Soundings editor  

Current Board of Directors 

Interested in serving on the Board of Directors? 

Board members serve 3 year terms that begin in July at the Fellows Meeting.  Face to face 
meetings are held at the summer conference as well as in January at Western Kentucky 
University.  All other meetings take place  by conference call. The Society covers any 
travel expenses incurred by Board member to attend the January meeting and lodging 
for additional nights stayed at the FM to attend the Board meetings. The only qualifica-
tions are up-to-date membership, willingness to participate actively  in meetings, and 
commitment to further the interests of the Society. Contact society@svhe.org if you are 
interested or for more information. 

Thanks to outgoing Board members Reade Dornan and Amy White for  their service. 

Office News 

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
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Dorothy Hurlburt 
Sophia Pandya 
Nicholas Longstreth 
Jessica Longstreth 
Julie Phillips 
Janet Rumfelt 
Amy Ihlan 
Earl Schwartz 
James Merrick 
Beth Eddy 

Matthew Sayers 
Dong Dong Chen 
Eric Ecklund 
Joe Lehman 
Kris Windorski 
Timothy Keith 
Edward Timmons 
Caleb Brantner 
Grant Julin 

Welcome to our new members! 

Call for Proposals  
  
Advancing Public Philosophy 
June 11-13, 2015 
University of San Francisco 
San Francisco, CA 
 
The Public Philosophy Network (publicphilosophynetwork.org) invites proposals for its third 
conference on Advancing Public Philosophy. The conference will include a mix of workshops, 
panels, papers, and informal sessions on various issues in public philosophy. We invite pro-
posals that cover topics related to understanding and advancing public philosophy, including 
the following: 

 philosophical work that engages various publics through research or social action projects; 

 philosophical work on substantive policy issues (for example, climate change, gay marriage, 
housing policy, fiscal policy, welfare, public health, among many others); 

 skills needed to engage in public work (such as how to do collaborative work or use social 
media); 

 practical or institutional matters and promising practices in public philosophy (for exam-
ple, tenure hurdles for publicly engaged work, outreach programs in prisons, funding, etc.); 
reflections on how philosophy is transformed by turning outward: How does public engage-
ment inform philosophical concepts and understanding? How do we define, evaluate, and meas-
ure excellence in public philosophy? 
Preference will be given to proposals which: are participatory or experiential in some way; fo-
cus on discussion and analysis of fruitful projects that invite practical and philosophical reflec-
tions; avoid criticism of traditional philosophy or defensiveness about public philosophy; and/
or attend to skills, issues, or mentoring in public philosophy, especially kinds which can be 
transferred across topics/areas. For more information about preferred proposals, see our 2013 
conference program (http://tinyurl.com/PPN-ATL) (.pdf). 
Proposals should specify the format: workshop, organized panel, or paper.   

Complete information can be found at the Public Philosophy Network website. 

Office News 

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
http://publicphilosophynetwork.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network
http://publicphilosophynetwork.org/?xg_source=msg_mes_network
http://api.ning.com/files/0txgB9E*9ovzGiJOPWUjSZJFwr0PRo6dmav*hy3CC8kICBVQkcRjYA8iIENqZhkHBBKu4-kMpDaNF8tFW6S5if-NRJ8*3RUU/march8PPNProgramsinglepage.pdf
http://api.ning.com/files/0txgB9E*9ovzGiJOPWUjSZJFwr0PRo6dmav*hy3CC8kICBVQkcRjYA8iIENqZhkHBBKu4-kMpDaNF8tFW6S5if-NRJ8*3RUU/march8PPNProgramsinglepage.pdf
http://tinyurl.com/PPN-ATL
http://publicphilosophynetwork.ning.com/
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In memory 

Vincent Harding 
1931-2014 

Vincent Harding, a historian, author and activist 
who wrote one of the most polarizing speeches 
ever given by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., in which Dr. King expressed ardent opposi-
tion to the Vietnam War, died May 19 in Phila-
delphia. He was 82. 
 
He was emeritus professor of religion and so-
cial transformation at Iliff School of Theology in 
Denver.. A Denver resident, Dr. Harding had 
been lecturing on the East Coast when he died. 
For more than half a century, Dr. Harding 
worked at the nexus of race, religion and social 
responsibility. Though he was not as high-
profile a figure as some of his contemporaries 
— he preferred to work largely behind the 
scenes — he was widely considered a central 
figure in the civil rights movement.  
 
Dr. Harding joined the Society in 1957 as a Kent 
Fellow. He delivered the Senior Fellows Lecture 
at Denver in 2013. Click here to read more of 
his NY Times obituary. 

 
John Dunne 
1929-2014 

Rev. John Scribner Dunne, C.S.C., 83, died Nov. 
11, 2013 at Holy Cross House. Fr. Dunne was 
born on Dec. 3, 1929, to John Scribner and Dor-
othy (Vaughn) Dunne in Waco, Texas. He at-
tended St. Edward's Academy on the campus of 
St. Edward's University, Austin, Texas, from 
1943 to 1945, and then moved to Holy Cross 
Minor Seminary at the University of Notre 
Dame (Ind.) for his senior year of high school.  
 
Fr. Dunne was received into the Congregation 
of Holy Cross on Aug. 15, 1946, and made his 
First Vows on Aug. 16, 1947. He studied philos-
ophy at the University of Notre Dame, where he 
graduated in 1951. Fr. Dunne made his Final 
Profession of Vows on Aug. 16, 1951, and was 
ordained to the priesthood on Dec. 18, 1954, in 

Rome. He earned an S.T.L. in Sacred Doctrine in 
1955 and a Doctorate in Sacred Theology in 
1958, both from the Gregorian University in 
Rome. Fr. Dunne returned to Notre Dame in 
1957, where he began teaching.  
 
Fr. Dunne entered the Society in 1970 as a post-
doctoral Fellow.  His obituary can be found 
here. 
 

John Glasse 
1922-2014 

John Howell ("Jack") Glasse, a longtime resident 
of Poughkeepsie, NY, passed away on August 
19, 2014 at the age of 92 at the Woodland Pond 
retirement village, New Paltz, NY. 
 
Born near Buffalo, NY in 1922, Jack grew up in 
California and Juneau, Alaska and received his 
BA degree from Willamette University and PhD 
from Yale Divinity School. He married the love 
of his life, the former Wanda Lou Howard of 
Marlow Oklahoma, in 1950. 
 
Jack joined the Vassar College faculty in 1956. 
As a Professor of Philosophy of Religion, Jack 
enjoyed a 34 year career at Vassar which in-
volved research on the work of Ludwig Feuer-
bach and took him to Europe, including Eastern 
Bloc countries prior to the fall of the Berlin 
Wall. He retired from Vassar in 1990. Jack was 
also an ordained minister in the Presbyterian 
Church and was a longstanding member of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Poughkeepsie and, 
following its closing, Freedom Plains Presbyter-
ian Church in Freedom Plains, NY.  John was 
named a Kent Fellow in 1951. See more here.  

 

It is foolish and wrong to mourn the 

men who have died. Rather we 

should thank God that such men 

lived.  

George Patton 

http://www.svhe.org
mailto:society@svhe.org
http://www.nytimes.com/2014/05/22/us/vincent-harding-civil-rights-author-and-associate-of-dr-king-dies-at-82.html?_r=0
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/southbendtribune/obituary.aspx?pid=167975975
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/poughkeepsiejournal/obituary.aspx?pid=172257902#sthash.l4zhi9u8.dpuf
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Robert Kendall 
1930-2014 

Robert L. Kendall, Jr., retired partner of the 
Schnader, Harrison, Segal and Lewis law firm 
of Philadelphia, and long-time resident of 
Gladwyne, PA, died peacefully August 20th, of 
Parkinson's disease at Dunwoody Village in 
Newtown Square, PA. He was 83.  
 
Born in Rochester, NH on October 13, 1930, 
Robert Kendall grew up in Falmouth, MA, 
where he graduated from high school in 1948. 
He was president of his class and was 
elected to the Henry H. Smythe Role of Hon-
or by his classmates for exemplifying "loyalty, 
honor, and service to others." In 1947, as an 
Eagle Scout, he represented the Cape Cod 
Scout Council in France at the International 
Jamboree de la Paix where he was also given 
the honor of carrying the American flag in the 
opening parade down the Champs Elysees. In 
the same year, Mr. Kendall represented his 
high school in a radio debate for WBZA Boston 
where he was teamed with a girl from Ran-
dolph, MA. This debating team was united in 
marriage seven years later.  
 
Mr. Kendall graduated from Harvard Universi-
ty, Cum Laude, in 1952, on a scholarship ma-
joring in government. At Harvard he played 
football and sang in the Harvard Glee Club. He 
was active in the Crimson Key Society (an or-
ganization serving the Boston community). 
Through his school and college years, he was 
an avid baseball player and was founding 
manager and center fielder, of the Falmouth 
Falcons team, which competed in the Cape 
Cod Baseball League. (Mr. Kendall was a loyal 
Red Sox fan his entire life. He also loved his 
hometown Phillies.)  
 
Robert was elected to the Society in 1985.  
More of his obituary can be found here. 
 
 

John Compton 
1928-2014 

John Joseph Compton (b. May 17, 1928) died 
Saturday, January 18, 2014 after 85 full and 
joyous years of life.  
 
Son of Nobel Prize winning physicist, Arthur 
Holly Compton, John grew up surrounded by a 
passion for learning. After completing his doc-
toral work at Yale University in 1952, Dr. 
Compton was asked to be part of the newly 
formed Philosophy Department at Vanderbilt 
University, where he taught for 46 years. 
Known for his infectious exuberance and abil-
ity to connect with students, John won numer-
ous teaching awards and was Department 
Chair for many years. He never met someone 
without learning something new about them 
and about the world. During Nashville's tu-
multuous early 1960s, he was a determined 
civil rights activist, and he continued to cham-
pion social justice and environmental causes 
throughout his life. 
 
He married his college sweetheart, Marjorie 
Ann Yaple Compton, with whom he shared a 
remarkable 63 years of marriage. Their three 
children, Elizabeth Holly Compton Interlandi 
(Nashville, TN), Catherine Marchus Compton 
Swanson (Lexington, MA), and John Arthur 
Compton (Eagle, ID), remember his love of 
science and ideas, art, literature, and music, 
food, nature, and his family - and above all, his 
beautiful wife, Marjorie. He was the beloved 
grandfather of Nina Marie Interlandi Bell, Hol-
ly Catherine Interlandi, Mary Lindsay Inter-
landi, and Lisa Rachelle Christensen and great-
grandfather of Samuel Lindsey Bell. Holly In-
terlandi summed up his influence by saying, 
"He was my intellectual hero." - 
 
John entered the Society as a Kent Fellow in 
1951.  
 
 See more here.  

In memory 
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